Tower w Ww ' ws-lUcthLhlCU aw; 


f 
ft 


— er BT 


ry 
in 
j- 
a 


in 
$5 


id 


ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 

















Edited and Published by B. Homans, at 45 a year, payable in advance. 





Vor. IX.—No, 22.] WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 238, 1839. [Whore No. 256. 








MISCELLANY. 
From the London United Service Journal for Sept. 
THE NAVALGUNNERY ESTABLISHMENT ON BOARD 
H. M. SHIP EXCELLENT, AT PORTSMOUTH. 

It has frequently been made a matter of discussion, 
and we think very naturally, whether or not it is wise 
to publish any detailed statement of such political 
measures, or military preparations, as might by possi- 
bility prove useful to nations indisposed to this coun- 
try. And there cannot be the smallest doubt that it 
would be politic, as well as reasonable and proper, to 
withhold all such communications from the world at 
large, provided we could keep our secret so closely to 
ourselves as to profit exclusively by the use of the new 
knowledge. Unfortunately (or perhaps fortunately, ) 
it is scarcely possible for any nation long to retain the 
sole possession of information which is of a character 
to advance her means of offensive warfare, without, at 
the same time, depriving herself of the full use of the 
discovery she has made. It is easily conceivable, for 
instance, that an officer should have devised a weapon 
of war, or an improved method of using an old one, of 
which his government, in their anxiety to preserve 
the exclusive use, might think it right to limit’ the 
knowledge to a few of their servants, and therefore 
forbid the publication of it. In this way, no doubt, 
the new-born information might be effectually conceal- 
ed from other nations; but experience, we believe, 
abundantly shows that knowledge thus limited-in its 
application to practice would be nearly as useless to 
the party possessing it as to those from whom it had 
been altogether withheld. 

This, which at first sight looks a little paradoxical, 
admits of a ready explanation. Any extensive and 
important improvement (at least in the art of war) can 
be brought into effective practice only by its becom- 
ing familiarly known to all those persons who are to 
use it on real service. Now, this familiarity can be 
attained by no other means than by long-continued 
drilling; and, as an essential part of drilling consists 
in studying the rules of any evolution, the necessity of 
publishing and circulating freely amongst all classes, 
every new proposition, becomes apparent, for without 
the means of constant reference no study can be prop- 
erly followed up. oe 

“The disadvantage of such publicity,” remarks Sir 
Howard Douglas, ‘ consists in this,—that the service 
for whose benefit suggestions are thus made does not 
insure to itself the exclusive and (which is of great 
importance) the initial practical advantages which 
such suggestions or inventions may be found capable 
of producing. It is true, on the other hand, that im- 
provements in any practical science are seldom gen- 














erally introduced, and can only be brought forward 
very slowly and very partially through the medium of 
manuscript memoirs ; and that, although the power of 
the press may circulate abroad much of what it may 
be very desirable to retain at home, yet it is by this 
mode only that instruction or improvement can be ef- | 
fectually and usefully circulated and taught amongst 
selves.” ‘ 

ovThis eeaniig, and other considerations of the same 
enlarged and liberal stamp of policy, induced the Ad- 
miralty, in 1819, to sanction the publication of Sir 
Howard Douglas’s work on Naval Gunnery, which has 
been one of the principal causes of so vast an improve- 
ment in our system of naval gunnery. Dee 

On the very same grounds we are of opinion that 
the dissemination of a more extensive knowledge of 





what has been done, and is doing, on board the Ex- 
cellent, must be productive of far greater good to this | 
country than it can be to any other. For, after all, 


— ————=—_ 


while many of our naval officers, and even many of 
our foremost seamen, may, by means of such infor- 
mation be induced to turn their attention to the gun- 
nery branch of the service, and thus materially to aug- 
ment the naval atenie of their country, no corres- 
pondent advantage will probably accrue, from the same 





, cause, to any other nation, All that is capable of im- 


itation, indeed, on board the Excellent, has already 
been imitated—just as all that was capable of imitation 
in the discipline and general conduct of our ships du- 
riug the last war was appropriated by other nations— 
but with what effect? he truth is, that there is a 
moral system of training in gunnery, as well as in ev- 
ery thing else, which no rules can teach, and no mere- 
ly formal imitation can appropriate, We have, there- 
fore, no fears that any thing which can be told in 
words, of the system on beard the Excellent, can prove 
otherwise than beneficial to the service, while a full 
dnd fair statement of the advantages of following-such 
studies may encourage both officers and men to con- 
sider the gunnery line as one worthy of their attention. 
_ We consider it as no more than due to all the par- 
ties concerned to set down fairly and historically the 
clxims of the different persons who have been instru- 
mental in bringing the system of naval gunnery edu- 
cation to its present state of perfection. And we 
ought, perhaps, to have stated this more explicitly in 
our July number, when recording the services of Sir 
Thomas Hastings, who, as we know, disclaims all 
share in originaling the scheme, and invariably as- 
cribes that credit to Sir Howard Douglas’s book, and 
to Sir John Pechell’s unwearied perseverance in this 
cause. 

The respective shares which these two distinguish- 
ed officers have had in bringing this important branch 
of the public service into notice it might not be easy 
to describe exactly; but each has worked out his part 
in a manner to entitle him to the gratitude of his 
country. Sir John Pechell published a pamphlet—or 
at least printed it—so early, we believe, as 1812 The 
next edition bears date 1824,—and there was another 
in 1828. This invaluable pamphlet is entitled “ Ob- 
servations upon the defective eqdipment of ‘Ships’ 
Guns. By Captain Sir John Pechell, R. N., 1824, 2d 
edition, 1828.” In October, 1817, Sir Howard Doug- 
las transmitted to the Admiralty the manuscript of his 
Treatise on Naval Gunxery, afterwards so celebrated: 
At first, however, littte or no official notice was taken 
of the work beyoad a civil official acknowledgment. 
In 1818 Sir Howard was requested to allow a copy of 
this work to remain in the Admiralty office, with a 
view to the eventual adoption of the plan proposed in 
it when circumstances might render doch ¢ measure 
expedient; and in November, 1819, the Admiralty ex- 
pressly authorised Sir Howard Douglas to publish his’ 
** Essay on the Theory and Practice of Naval Gunne= 
ry,” and the work was shortly afterwards given to the 
English public,—and, indeed, to the worl at large,— 
for all civilized nations either translated or reprinted, 
and some of them even acted upon its suggestion be- 
fore we did. e 

Before adverting more particularly to the original 
formation, and subsequent complete working, of the 
school of naval gunnery on board the Excellent, as it 
exists now, we think we should not be doing justice 
to the subject, unless we go back again for a moment 
to its early history, in order, chiefly, to show to whom, 
essentially, we are indebted for all that has since been 
done. 

In 1814 Sir John Pechell returned to Spithead from 
the coast of America, in the San Domingo ; and when 
his ship was inspected, the Commander-in-chief, and 
all the Captains of the fleet assembled there, ex- 
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ressed, in writing, their conviction, that the order for | there was issued to the Navy, subsequent to the war, 
ttle, as well as the celerity of that ship in clearing! an order for a uniform system df manual exercise of 
for action, exceeded any thing that they had ever wit- | the great guns ; but there was no general adtuamet made 
nesse'l before. They were equally surprised at the | to enforce even this order, till his late Majesty became 
precision and rapidity with which the seamen of that! Lord High Admiral, when, certainly, he took a great 
— ae. ae 2 em rn Tee rg also, to pore a of pains to advance the gunnery department ot 
gt re fitted with what are now called | the service. 
Miller’s sights, which, though then little known, are} The evil, however, lay much deeper, and could be 
now the most approved of all. We should say that/ duly corrceted only by ‘striking at its very roots, in 
emer Monee A oie extinple of the mtnter ia | Dea ene soca eee eee makes ot 
a baechiaal e j | Vougias. ‘* Lhere ecanno any doubt,”’ says he, * 
sear er amma cece hts | re etranner fal eld eat bem elon 
Ames . 2 i aig Tope S Bes '| by theory, and training by practice, during peace, 
their purpose, antedate in their practice the eventual | large a proportion as we can of those who are to com- 
general approbation of the service. | mand and serve our naval ordnance in war. It is im- 
Shortly afterwards Sir John Pechell proposed to the | possible, indeed, that we should be disappointed in the 
Admiralty that one of the guard-ships should be made | conviction we feel that splendid advantages would 
a school of eeniery Sara aks ieee a |result from such a measure. With men wes guipe'd 
cers, gunners, and seamen. nd in 1324 he printed | trained no nicety of practice can be attempted or ex- 
a pamphlet entitled ‘‘ Observations upon the defective; pected. Many improvements which would appear 


Equipment of Ships’ Guns.” 


no less remarkable than that of the San Domingo, al- 
ready alluded to. We ought to have mentioned that, 
when the San Domingo was employed on the coast of 
America during the war, Sir John Pechell’s arrange- 
ments were such that the ship could be carried into 
action nearly as quickly as any frigate. And we be- 
lieve she was one of the first line-of-battle-ships in 
which the excellent plan was adopted of sending all 
the stools, tables, and bags of the men, and the officers’ 
trunks, below every night. So expert did they be- 
come in this matter, that to pass every thing below, 
and to restore them all again to their places, without 
the slightest noise, hurry, or confusion, was a work of 
only five minutes. Such is the effect of arrangement 
and well understood drilling! 


Sir John Pechell, with the true modesty of genuine 
talents, which are seldom mixed with any envy, has 


: He then commanded | simple, and might be practised by well-formed artil- 
the Sybelle, and it was the opinion of every officer in| 
the Mediterranean that the state of her gunnery was, 


lerists, may be considered complicated and impractica- 
ble by people who may perhaps be quartered to their 
guns jur real action, as one of their first artillery 
exercises.”’-—p. 10. 

“Whatever plan,” he adds, “may be adopted for 
the improvement of naval gunnery, it should be calcu- 
lated to instruct officers, master-gunners ( that is the 
gunners of ships,) gunners-mates, and their crews ; 
and no measure that provides only for the drill of the 
men can eliectually improve the service practice : for 
the mere dexterity of a few privates will do little, 
unless directed by cultivated and well-exercised in- 
telligence on the part of the officers commanding in 
the ship’s batteries, and assisted by a good crew of 
practical gunners. . . . The people trained to 
naval gunnery should be capable of executing the 





duties of seamanship as well as the military exercises: 
and, were our crews made more numerous hereafter 
‘than they now are, the men trained to the practice of 


often, we are told, declared that his mind was first se- | gunnery should nevertheless be seamen.”—p. 12. 
riously tured to the importance of naval gunnery by| We have a specific object, and we think an impor- 
the success of the Shannon’s action in 1814, and that | tant one, in calling attention to these extracts, and to 
he set himself to work, from that time, to make him- |; one or two which follow, namely, to show how de- 
self master of Sir Philip Broke’s system; and when, | cidedly the founders of the present system of naval 
long afterwards, it fell to his good fortune to take an ‘gunnery instruction were of opinion that could it be 
official share in the organization of a system of naval! made efficient only through the agency of seamen : 
gunnery, he said it was his wish to bring up officers} ‘* In forming establishments of instruction in the 
and seamen to fit cat many Shannons—(he might well | practice of naval gunnery,” Sir Howard goes on te re- 
have added “‘many San Domingos’’)—-whenever the wnark, ‘‘1t is most assuredly important and indispen- 
F vreang 4 should want them. Indeed, we know that Sir) sable that the vast opportunities which situations of 
John Pechell has often said, that not merely the action | instruction and constant practice offer for the cultiva- 
of the Shannon, but the long trainine, attention to, | tion of improvement, and for the acquirement of great 
and knowledge of gunnery shown by Sir Philip Broke | proficiency, should be given to those only who are 
first attracted his attention to its primary importance | lereafter to practice, in the profession, on service, 
as a subject of naval study, and that he adopted many | what they cultivate and teach in peace. To form de- 
of that very able officer’s arrangements in his own | pots of instruction, therefore, of any but naval charac- 
ship. , ' |ters, would be to confer the distinctive encouragement 
15 every reflecting officer it must now be a matter | awarded to the cultivators of this great branch of naval 
of wonder that, with such a publication as that of Sir, science, and the proficiency that must be acquired in 
Howard Douglas before the public, and with such ur- Petcteow J it, to a body who could not be called upon 
ent instances as were repeatedly made by Sir John|to apply those, qualities to actual service, without 
Pechell, not a single step, so far as we have been able | serious and evident inconveniences: for naval of- 
to ascertain, was taken towards the amelioration officers and seamen are, and must be, our only real-ser- 
the old system till the year 1830. It is generally sup- | Vice naval gsunners.””—p. 13. 
posed that the movement which then began to take The admirable good sense of all this springs out of 
lace was caused by the publication of an able pam-|a thorough knowledge (we had almost called it a 
hlet under th® anonymous authorship of a “A Flag- | ¢horough-bred knowledge) of naval habits of thinking 
Jfficer.”* Various Admirals have been named as the | and feeling, and undoubtedly it implies much exper- 
writer, but we think professional opinion generally |ience of naval habits of action. The following sen- 
ascribes it to Sir Admiral Charles Penrose. Be this as| tence, penned in 1817, is written in the true spirit of 
it may, he points out, in language which could be no/| that enlarged foresight which has been aptly termed a 
longer resisted, the absolute necessity of our doing |*‘ reflection of the past thrown into the future,” and 
something to prepare our fleets to be a match for those | must be read by every one with admiration of the ea- 
of other nations in the event of a war. It is true that poenty which dictated it, and, we should think, by Sir 
: : oward Douglas himself, with emotions of the most 
* Remarks on the Conduct of the Naval Administra- | enviable pride. 
tion of Great Britain since 1815. By a Flag Officer.| “If depots of instruction were to be formed of naval 
London, Ridgway. 18390. characters first drawn in to study, then appointed to 
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teach, and, by circulating in the Service, held always _ “‘ The establishment to be under the direction of the 
ready to practice in war what they had acquired in Port ‘Admiral, and a Commander as a superintendent. 
peers, the vast advantages resulting from the estab- The stores to be in the immediate charge of three 
ishment of depots of instruction would overflow upon, gunners, chosen for their superior knowledge of their 
and by degrees circulate through and improve, the profession, : 
warlike science and practice of the whole naval _‘‘ Theship to be fitted with a false or second maga- 
Service.”—p. 14. zine, the cases, &c., complete in number, but empty, 
Sir Howard then passes a high and well merited. with the exception of a few filled with an thing to 
eulogium on the Marine Artillery—to whose zeal, tepresent powder, to be the means of teaching to the 
talent, and gallantry he bears copious testimony—and fullest extent, and without risk, what is required. in 
whose body, he admits, is well constituted, thoroughly this important part of a ship, and with a view of 
instructed, and ably commanded—and, upon the ascertaining what improvements may there be made. 
whole, forming a corps of good infantry, scientific! ‘‘ A launch and barge, fitted as gun-boats, to go out 
bombardiers, or expert field artillery. “But,” headds, occasionally to Spithead for exercise, and for the pur- 
“let it retain all these characters by being kept for pose of teaching gunners to fit ships’ boats expedi- 
mortar service afloat, or for land-artillery service on tously for service ; also in order to ascertain the best 


ee ee a | 


J naval officers, to make themselves masters of this im- | “« Utility of the establishment. _ : 
y portant part of their duty.”—>p. 15. “The gunners of all ships in commission and in 
“In this view,” says Sir Rimard, just before, « it; ordinary to attend at stated times, to learn one gene- 
d may be pronounced with perfect certainty that the ap- | : al and Sagi ore of guanery amet only what a 
r lication of the Marine Artillery to instruct seamen | to give the words of command, but more particular 
if fn naval gunnery would prove cahienaie rejudicial, to see that they are executed as they ought to be; - 
> —destructive, indeed, of those facilities which should ; at present each commissioned officer and gunner fol- 
vd be offered to naval officers to cultivate artillery knowl- | lows his own idea, frequently without due considera- 
. edge,”—p. 14.t tion, and gives his own explanation of the words of 
- fn 1830, as has already been mentioned, the pamph- | command found in the Admiralty book on the Great- 
ay let of the «« Flag Officer” appeared, and revived in the | Gun Exercise : but its object is ae to in- 
f minds of the public—or, at all events, of those of all ! rat age ry paligeapdcsm *-gere sation a _ 
m shgemcmpsore a wee = “psrasti Ms send Hig wait proba filled * an but ia commiionk te et fh 
: e reconsideration of Sir Howa ouglas’s book. | ; . : 1 ; 
a Shortly before this forcible appeal was made, Captain. epi = erage ge Ahr oo et hry Dye 
. George Smith, then a Commander in the Navy, trans- ; plied to a s yp Ae = ts she, ana tales? the 
om mitted to the admiralty “A prospectus of a plan for tect, mu or , sr ccianes te pra inrecie dte 
the improvement of Naval.Gunnery, without any ad- | felt cliearge 
od = ; : | the oie. 
r- pg Ar ‘ g bho by ponent " digger * At present the advantages that might be derivec 
29 ; point of some moment, in such! | ndoption of some Inventions (intwodpred 
to an investigation as we have undertaken, to state,’ by ~ a goa allots ind’ te hae = me at 
a broadly and fairly,the claims of all the persons who have , a ere oat on 1 ge ol B oy cat pra cdo 
x taken a share in so important a measure as the establish- | 00 ato poe te i fou the Lees Of enena clei 
. shall. = Cantai °s i eo ne re gi raged | p ne person to exp lain them.{ Up tothe mein 
shall give Captain Smith’s prospectus entire. Our objec ‘ : . 
he ee ne ° ; taranted moment, some men have been, from various motives 
in doing this is, to enable all persons who are interested "2 : te ; . 
<- PI inthe question to institute «fir comparison between andserviee, remante wth gunners warrant wih 
5 his proposals and those of Sir Howard Douglas, which, ¢ Bree boys Dy ; ; ne 
: we shall presently show, are the real groundwork ofthe vt erent oF necensity increase im the cient of 
~ system of instruction now in operation, and which has be : : a a 
rat ; ge . ler Capt. Sudden hostilities, to the serious prejudice of what 
si been so ever since the Dogenhing, SF 1832, under 7a =| cogetiutes ‘& Wwall-appelithd inah ob eer, 
ip (now Sir Thomas) ee he plan proposed by ‘The proposed establishment is humbly offered as 
le- Captain Smith is as follows : Naval * Present remedy and prevention of these evils: no 
1C- “ Prospectus of a plan for the Improvement % “v.| gunner could, if it were adopted, remain any longer 
ont Gunnery, without any additional Expense. (*resen-) ignorant, and any number of scientific gunners might 
val ted to the Admiralty in October, 1829.) hip jn | 500,,be obtained on any emergency. 
in “It is proposed that, instead of ager Ny sp 1" | Itis also prope that occasionally a division of 
on ordinary, which is the case at present, yo a gun on! men, attended by an officer from commissioned ships, 
pat board for the purpose of exer paar e ae Oe consisting especially of gunner’s-mates, their crews, 
of- there should be a ship, supplied wit the Ni yo vith and captains of guns, should be sent on board for the pg 
er- riage of each description now in use he a , vy» h | purpose of witnessing various objects and operations, 7 
the different kind of sights, and the whole Fy the | including —, mounting, and dismounting guns, e2 
of ‘ material ’ appertaining to this ee fb ery | &e. &c., which, from the nature of the armament of te 
ta invention relating to gunnery thought worthy of trial. their own ship, and daily duties and interruptions, “i 
ins , ._| cannot be so well shown and explained on board of a 
= + It is only against the employment of the sg i tein: uk 
a Artillery as a corps of snoeructons A —— me yee ht a proposed to place the ship at Portsmouth, ry 
t of Sir Howard Douglas objects, for he a terwards, yh | off the north end of the dockyard, for the purpose of ¥ 
, shall show, distinctly recommends individuals of that} firing at targets, representing ship’s sides, masts, * 
a boi, peng: seapioras. tn ihe Best amen gg <a yards, &c., made of old hammock-cloths stretched on a 
ot nhaas Snowe sem . pray ee arras 2 ofthe Marine | Spars, and placed in the direction the collegians fire : Si 
Sir Ht Rep. boon, aqnesten, Set fhe Seams 5 t with, the; thus affording the means of trying men’s skill and ae 
Artillery was atounent upon, or coincident with, the ; thus ee. te ea 
nost new gunnery establishment on board the Excellent in| Toe hie id b ites 4 og ae of the -portes ae 
1832; but this is a mistake, fix foss, ot ae ra “—- A ship could be ports, 
ava anies were disbanded in Marc » two in March, ce 
i to 1832, and two still exist. i t See Sir Howard Douglas—pp. 226, 227; eepecially. 


desultory coast operations ; but to apply or extend it, 
in any way (as a corps) to instruct seamen in gunnery, 
instead of throwin this duty entirely into the hands 
and heads of nara officers, master-gunners, and their 
crews, is, it appears to me, calculated to repress and 
extihguish an ambition now very general among 





‘method of Sitting them. 

| ‘A cabin te be supplied with books, drawings, 
models, &c., as a study for the officers of the ships in 
port, and any of the Navy on half pay, who might on 
epvnitetion to the Port Admiral, be allowed access to 
the establishment. 











| 
| 
| 


orwers 





3.40 ARMY AND. NAVY CHRONICLE. 


OTC ET 











ene ——— 
above described, without expense, as the objects|the formation of the Gunnery Establishment have 
would be merely transferred as lent from the ordnance ;| been made public, we cannot do better than extract 
uniting at acoup d’a@'l everything in gunnery most} few more passages from Sir Howard Douglas’s 
interesting, and which no naval officer cold view | book, as descriptive, by anticipation, of the plan which 
without benefit, as the gunners in charge should be| was evidently adopted from that work in 1832, and 
directed to explain what might be required. which has been followed up ever since, with onl 
* Then, in future, no officer on being appointed|such extensions and other modifications as experi- 
to a ship need be ignorant of the uses of various ob-|ence has recommended, without in any respect de- 
jects that may have been introduced into the service | parting from the fundamental principles of his origi- , 
since he was last afloat, which, for the want of these | nal proposal: 
establishments, he might be, not liking to ask a full} ** To instruct the rising class of officers in gunnery,” 
explanation of them from any one in his own ship. | says he, “a short course of theoretical instruction, 
“It is presumed that, should a trial of the above | showing all the established principles, should be in- 
plan be made, it would be found to work well, and} troduced at the Naval College.” This suggestion 
rove, in many points of view, highly beneficial to| has been fully adopted, except that the theoretical in- 
is Majesty’s Naval Service, and act as a counter-| struction has heen ,given on board the Excellent, 
oise to the rapid and still progressing improvement! which is a much better place than the College, on 
in foreign navies. |many accounts. The juxtaposition of actual practice 
(Signed) “ Georce Smitu, Com. | with mathematical demonstration has been found to 
«A party of Marine Artillery to be on board under) have an admirable effect on both; and there is no part 
an officer and drill-sergeants, to attend when semen! of the system on board the Excellent more worthy 
are sent for exercise, and to keep the guns, &c., in! of approbation than the two schools of mathematical in- 
proper order. The party to be exchanged every three ! struction ; one for the seamen gunners, whieh is sim- 
months from quarters, in order to give the whole corps | ple and elementary—the other for the officers, which 
an opportunity of seeing the arrangement and appli-'is carried much farther, and inelndes branches of 
cation of their materiel on shipboard, previous to their! knowledge highly useful to them, not merely in gun- 
embarkation for sea-service. inery, whieh is their chief object, but in other depart- 
“As economy is the main feature of the above ments of their profession. We may add that this course 
plan, the personnel is to consist of no one but the’ of mathematical instruction has been found of the 
commander, who would not otherwise be paid and highest utility in aiiording a rational and interesting 
victualled elsewhere ; therefore a boat’s crew and ser- occupation for the numerous young men assembled 
vant, which would be requisite, should be borne as on board the Excellent, who could not with any ad- 
part complement of the flag-ship. |vantage have been fully employed all day long with 
“The collegians of the Naval College to’be sent the mere practice of gunnery. “Their tastes and hab- 
occasionally on board, and the establishment to be its, as well as thoughts, therefore, we are sure, have 
open to the commissioned officers who may be stu- been essentially improved by this course of mental 
dents at the college. . “G. S.” ' discipline. In speaking of this branch of the instruc- 
In the summer of 1830 an establishment founded on | tions on board the Excellent, it affords us real plea- 
the above suggestions was commenced on board H.! sure to have an opportunity of doing justice tothe in- 
M. S. Excellent, in Portsmouth harbor, under the valuable services of Mr. Charles Stark, the naval in- 
charge of Captain Smith, who was borne as Supernu- | structor of that ship, who from the first has labored, 
merary-Commander on the toks of the Victory. with a degree of skill, zeal, and patience beyond alk 
The first detachment of the Marine Artillery, wio praise, in the arduous department entrusted to his 
were to act as instructors on board the Excellent,’ care. 
were embarked in August, 1830; and parties of offi ** The fundamental principles,” continues Sir How- 
cers and seamen, from various ships, were occasion- ard, “that should form the basis of any measure that 
ally sent there to learn the exercise then in force. A | may be adopted for the improvement of naval gunne- 
number of valuable trials of ranges, from guns of dif-| ry, are, that no plan which does not provide for in- 
ferent calibres, were made over the mud-banks lying structing officers, master-gunners, gunners’ mates, 
to the northward of the dockyard—a situation well and their crews, as well as drilling seamen in the ex- 
adapted to artillery practice, and whieh Captain Smith | ercise, can efiectually improve the service practice. 
had the merit of first pointing out. During this com- |. : Our only real-service naval gunners are, 
mand he also perfected the invention of the moveable and must of necessi! . 


, by Tngphgere ) ssity be, naval officers and seamen, 
target which goes by his name, and which is still and, in order to render permanent and effectual the 
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in use on board the Excellent. It was originally, | bene 


we believe, devised by Captain Smith, when Lieu- 
tenant of the Ganges, Sir Robert Otway’s flag-ship. 
In 1832 the Board of Admiralty, at the head of 


which was Sir James Graham, and of which Sir} 


Thomas Hardy and Sir John Pechell were members— 
decided upon remodelling the whole system of great 
gun exercise, and, what was of still greater conse- 
quence, of establishing, for the first time, a regular 
school of naval gunnery instruction; and, Captain 
Smith having been promoted, the charge of the new 
plan was given over to Captain Hastings. This 
officer has held the command ever since, and his great 
and successful exertions in working this complica- 
ted and difficult scheme into practical shape and effi- 
ciency, induced us lately to depart, in his case, from 
our uswal plan, by recording the services of a living 
- officer in our pages. 

We have already remarked that the Admiralty plan 
for the new and extended system of naval gunnery 
instruction boasts of no originality, but is almost en- 
tirely derived from Sir Howard Douglas’s sugges- 
tions, and from those valuable hints thrown out by 
Sir John Pechell, already alluded to. As, however, 
none of the official orders or instructions relating to 


fits that would result from the formation of naval 
depots of instruction, a proportion of intelligent sea- 
men should be engaged for a term of years, and form- 
ed into a permanent body, from which the more im- 
portant situations of master-gunners should be filled, 
and which, in « more extended form, might be made 
to furnish hereafter a considerable number of expert 
seamen-gunners to act as captains of guns; or, if not 
sufficiently numerons to do this, capable, at least, of 
soon drilling ta the established system the ordinary crews 
of those vessels into which these trained men may be 
draughted.”—(P. 16.) 

The above passages, so pregnant will! ins 
have produced cimeiabie effects in vc mg ome 
first place the establishment for the instruction of the 
oflicers and seamen of the navy has been worked en- 
tirely by naval men, and upon the principle of naval 
discipline. In the next place, commissioned officers, 
mates, gunners, and seamen in great numbers, have 
been systematically and théroughly taught the science 
and practice of naval gunnery, A regular series of 
progressive instructions have been framed, through 
which every officer and man is obliged not Tas! iy 
pass, but, by rigorous and frequent examinations, to 
give certain proof of his fully understanding. In like 
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manner, the theoretical courses of instruction have Ithem toa medal, a pension, and to retirement, actu- 
been established; and, by means of monthly, quarter- | ally re-entered as seamen-gunners on board that ship— 
ly, and annual examinations, every one is compelled | exchanged the artillery coat for a sailor’s jacket, and 
either to learn his business completely, or to leave | are now employed, as herctofore, in giving instruc- 
the ship, and by such act to forfeit the advantages , tions to the seamen, with this diilerence, that they 
which might aftend the acquisition of so perfect aj are now naval men themselves. 
knowledge of naval gunnery as is required on board} We are happy, finally, to have itin our power to state 
the Excellent. | that one very important branch of the gunnery course, 
This leads us to mention, thirdly, that.in strict con- viz. the Laboratory instruction, has, from the first es- 
formity with the principles laid down by Sir Howard | tablishment of the institution, been under the able 
Douglas, a certain number of officers and seamen- | management of Captain Stevens, a distinguished offi- 
unners, duly instructed, are now sent to.every ship|cer of the Royal Marine Artillery, a gentleman of 
tting out, for the purpose of drilling the crews of | scientific attainments and long experience in all 
those ships in the established system. A lieutenant, | branches of the art of war, both scientific and practi- 
a mate, and ten or twelve seainen-gunners, are sent} cal, afloat and on shore. 
to a line-of-battle-ship, a mate and eight Seamens | Under this admirably devised, and no less admirably 
gunners to a frigate, and so on to smaller ships. None | executed, system of naval gunnery instruction, no 
of these, however, can leave the ship without what is | fewer than 30 lieutenants (6 of whom have been pro- 
called << passing out,” which implies a rigorous ex- | moted,) 80 mates (35 of whom have been promoted, ) 
amination into every department of knowledge with about 50 gunners, and 800 seaien-gunners, have been 
which a seaman-gunner should be acquainted, inclu- | fully taught and ‘ passed out” of the Excellent; and 
ding those mathematical rules, and their application, | these oflicers and men have carried their knowledge 
which explain the principle of projectiles—the use of | 80 successfully with them, that we have good authori- 
sights—the ready handling, at all times and seasons, ty for stating our fleet in the Mediterranean, and, in- 
of every description of ordnance, including the service | deed, all her Majesty’s ships (except, of course, those 
of the 10 and 8 inch shell-guns now introduced into | Very recently put in commission,) have been so com- 
Her Majesty’s ships—the use of small arms and cut- | pletely drilled according to the established system, 
lasses—all the operations in the magazine—the manu- | that most of the officers, and every seaman in every 
facture of gunpowder, of rockets, tubes, fuses, and all | Ship, may be called—as in a man-of-war he ought to 
other chemical compositions used in war; and, lasi- | '0 be calicd—a seaman-gunner. 
ly, they must show that they not only understand all | In reilecting upon the advantages of this, state of 
these things, but that they are capable of teaching | things, it can scarcely be necessary to advert to the 
to others both their principles and their practical ap- | 1mense importance, in the event of a war, of havin 
plication on board ship. : |so large a body of officers and men fully le a 
It will now be deaths seen, from all we have said, | in so essential a branch of their business” It has been 
that the grand object of all the various courses of in- | Said, indeed, that after crews have been drilled, and 
struction on board the Excellent, is not merely to teach | have served their three or four years, they are dis- 
naval officers and seamen how to work the guns of a/ persed and lost, and we have the same thing to Be 
ship themselves, and to understand every thing rela- | OVer again. But this, which is in part true, is in the 
ting to gunnery, but so to instruct both officers and ‘mnain faliacious ; for the mass of seamen employed in 


men that they may become the teachers of whole 
ships’ companies. Thus, one of the points most in- 
sisted upon—namely, that naval men, and naval men 
only, should eventually be the persons employed to 
impart a knowledge of naval gunnery to the crews 
of our men-of-war—was completely attained, 

The principal direction of all the details of the 
drills, and, indeed, of all the various courses of in- 
struction on board of the Excellent, was vested in the 
first lieutenant; and certainly Captain Hastings was 
most fortunate in being so ably seconded as he has 
been. Three of the officers who filled that important 
office—viz. Lieutenants Richards, Decimus Hastings, 


and Ward—have been already proinoted to the rank | 


of Commander; and.we hope ere long to see that ac- 
complished officer, Lieutenant Wilson, who has now 
the chief direction under Sir Thomas Hastings, in 
like manner advanced to the rank which his high at- 
tainments and long services so well entitle him to. 
But although, in the spirit of the principle so ofte. 


adverted to, of making this a genuine naval school of 
S 


unnery, naval officers have heen chiefly employed, 
the employment of the Royal Marine Artillery, as as- 
sistants, in the manner recommended by Sir H. 
Douglas, (p. 29,) has also been adopted. The late 
Lieutenant Farrant, of the Royal Marine Artillery, 
rendered good service, He was succeeded by Lieut. 
Engledue, a skilful officer of the navy. Elin, ple 
was afterwards taken by Lieutenant Thomas Hoilo- 
way, of the Royal Marine Artillery, who 1s stiff on 
board the Excellent; and it would certainly not be 
easy to match him anywhere for capacity and zeal, or 
for that cheerfulness and address which form the great 
requisites in a teacher of grown-up men. It is inter- 
esting, also, on its own account, and very valuable as a 
point of principle, to know that two of the principal 
non-commissioned officers, out of the five or six ma- 
rine artillerymen thus employed on board the Excel- 
lent, after having served the period which entitled 


| the navy pass from one man-of-war to another. After 
| having spent their money on being paid off they re- 
| enter the navy in preference to the merchant service ; 
‘and therefore the instruction, which costs so much 


j 
| 
' 


'trouble and some expense, is by no means thrown 


| away, notwithstanding the non-existence of a perma- 
‘hent body of seamen-gunners in name as well asin 
| substance, the formation of which we hold to be quite 
|out of the question, as being unsuitable to the cha- 
racter of sailors. In the mean time it is every way 
valuable to learn that, of the seamen-gunners who 
have served their first period, no fewer than seventy- 
five per cent. have actually re-entered for a second 
term. ; 

It would carry us quite beyond our limits .were 
we to go as far as our inclination prompts us into the 
details of the gunnery. establishment on board the 
Excellent; but, before concluding this long article, 
we must dwell for a moment on two important points 
connected with this subject. The first relates to the 
encouragement held out to commissioned officers and 
mates to follow this particular branch of the service, 
as well as to profit by the advantages of a newly es- 
tablished college, which is merely an extension of the 
system on board the Excellent, under the same man- 
agement, and subject to the same discipline. The 
other relates to the motives held out to Soa sai- 
lors to become seamen-gunners+ 

The encouragement to officers to devote themselves 
especially to the eames department consists, chiefly, 
in the distinction which is conferred a them by 
the position they occupy on board the ships they are 
sent to, either as gunnery lieutenants or gunnery 
mates—a distinction which, even in peace, as we 
have seen, leads to proiaotion in many instances, It 
is clear, too, that the gunnery officers from being 
more under the eye of the Admiralty, are more likely 
to have opportunities of bringing themselves into no- 
tice, than any other description of officers not actu- 
ally in command of ships. 





‘ 
‘a 
FY 


| 
f 
ul 


Pe Me) 


Saat ya Stadt ok Ses 


* 


































































342 





ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 








There is much advantage, too, in the opinion of | 
every officer of spirit, in having the means placed 
within his reach of educating hinself thoroughly in 
so important a branch of his professsion. We may 
add, too, that such has been the nature of the disci- | 
pline established on board the Excellent, that almost | 
as much is there taught respecting the general duties | 
of a man-of-war, and the feelings and principles of 
sound order, as there is respecting gunnery and its | 
numerous collateral studies. So that a valuable. 
school of what may be called professional manners, 
and habits, and principles, in the highest degree gen- 
tlemanlike, has been formed, which, under good 
management, may have a permanent good effect on | 
our naval discipline. To these indirect but not un- | 
important advantages it may be added, that service as 
a gunnery lieutenant qualifies for service as com- | 
mander of a line-of-battle ship, in the same degree | 
that service as first lieutenant of a sloop qualifies. | 
That is to say, three years’ service goes for one and a | 
half—and therefore six years’ service as first lieuten- 
ant of a sloop, or as a gunnery lieutenant, is equiva- | 
lent to three years’ as first lieutenant of a rated ship. 

To all these advantages have lately been super- 
added those of the Naval College, of which it may 
suffice at present to mention, that under Captain Sir | 
Thomas Hastings, as head, it has gone into operation | 
with much spirit. A*number of the mates who have | 
passed successfully out of the Excellent, and who | 
alone, as we understand, are eligible, have taken up | 
their quarters in the old college in the dockyard. This | 
condition rests on the principi¢ that a thorough know- 
ledge of gunnery, as now taught, is, in future, to be 
considered indispensable in every officer, to render 
him eligible for promotion. At the college the young 
men are taught how to navigate a ship, not according | 
to the old, groping, and now obsolete methods of the | 
Hamilton Moare school, but by the scientific rules, 
and scientific instruments, which modern improve- 
ments have introduced at sea. Those who have the 
capacity and the taste for carrying their mathemati- | 
Pm pursuits higher have the means of instruction ; | 
and there are several mates now at the college, to 
whom the differential calculus is familiar. 
rough knowledge of the steam engine, both in prin- 
ciple and in its application to sea purposes, is to form 
an essential part of the college education; and we 
hear that Captain Williams, a commander on half-pay, 
and who is himself a student at the college, having 
made himself well acquainted with steam machinery 
and steam navigation, has voluntarily given a series 
of lectures on these subjects at the college, followed 
up by practical explanations on board Her Majesty’s 
steamer Messenger. 

These, so far as we can learn, are the chief topics 
at present followed at the college, but no doubt it is 
intended, in the course of time, to append others. In 
the mean while we may just remark. how vast an im- 
provement all this. may be expected to produce on 
the education of naval officers, and how important it 
13 to link together so many branches of their profes- 
sional knowledge in one reg*lar and uninterrupted 
course of study ; which, beginning with gunnery and 
ending with navigation, shail be long enough to give 

him the solid ground-work of useful information, 
without being so long as to detach him from the genu- 
ine hard labor of an active sea-life. 

The encouragement held out to seamen to enter on 
board the Excellent is of a different order, though 
there cannot be a doubt that the distinction which 
belongs even to the humbler degree of knowledge im- 
parted to them in that ship has its attraction for gene- 
roug minds, as it certainly has a direct tendency to 
steady and otherwise to improve the character of the 
seaman, and render him a more valuable servant of 
the public. 

e following, copied verbatim from the printed 
pills, shows the pecuniary advantages : 


A tho- | 





* Petty officers and seamen of good character, and 


under thirty years of age, are entered on board the 
Excellent for a period of five years, to be instracted 
as seamen-gunners for Her Majesty’s navy, and from 
them only master-gunners and gunners’-mates will 
be selected. They will also be preferred for the situ- 
ation of boatswain, if otherwise qualified, and all the 
ratings of petty officers will be opened to them. On be- 


_ing discharged from the Excellent into sea-going ships, 


(that is, after being thoroughly instructed, and having 
passed an examination, and received a certificate to: 
that effect from the captain,) they will receive 2s. a 


_month in addition to able seamen’s pay, or to that of 


any higher rating which they may hold. When their 
first period of five years expires, on producing certifi- | 
cates of good conduct, they will, if they re-enter im- 
mediately, be entitled to 4s.a month in addition to 
the pay of able seamen or of any higher rating they 
may hold; and, at the end of their second period of 
service, they will, on producing certificates, if they 
re-enter immediately for another period of five years, 
receive 5s a month in addition to the pay of able sea- 
men, or of any higher rating they may hold.” 

These advantages are, of course, over and above 
the pensions, gratuities, medals for good conduct, 
and admission to Greenwich Hospital, which the sea- 
men-gunners enjoy in common with the rest of Her 
Majesty’s sailors; and we are happy to find that, 
hitherto, the motives held out to both officers and 
men have been such as to keep this invaluable nur- 
sery for naval gunnery-officers and for seamen-gun- 
ners sufficiently stocked to supply nearly the numbers 
required to drill and otherwise to perfect in gunnery 
every ship that has been commissioned since the 
establishment was placed under the direction of Sir 
Thomas Hastings, in the beginning of 1832. 





DECREASE OF STATURE IN THE FRENCH ARMY. 
—This decrease has become extremely manifest ; 
the flower of the population of France has been 
carried off by war and the scaffold; but the sub- 
ject had escaped general observation until M. 
Lewis Villermé,a medical man of some note, had 
his attention drawn to it by comparing the size 
and physical qualifications of the present race of 
conscripts, with what they were. His investigations 
have now shown that the stature of the men has 
been sensibly diminishing during the last forty years. 
Before the Revolution the minimum height for admis- 
sion as a grenadier was 5 feet 5 inches, (about 5 feet 
10; inches;) in the days of the Republic it was re- 
duced to 5 feet 9} inches; in Napoleon’s imperial 
times to 5 feet 8; inches; and during the Bourbon 
Restoration to 5 feet 7? inches. At the present day, 
every man who is well conducted, whatever may be 
his statur>, is qualified for admission into the picked 
companies, (Compagnies d’Elite)—a regulation in 
every respect to be commended, though it may have 
originated mainly from what is now an established 
fact, the physical degeneracy of the existing race of 
krenchmen. Other causes, besides a long succession 
‘of wars and intestine convulsions, have contributed to 
it. Theonscription laws stipulate exemptions from 
service in favor of married men under certain circum- 
stances ; and vee Tree with a view to withdraw at 
an early age, from the ranks, are consequently induced 
to marry females in precarious health, or of advanced 
years ; the issue of such marriages are of debile con- 
stitutions, and many partially deformed or crippled; 
and this result has become. so wide spread that the 
exgmptions allowed in the years 1832, 1833, and 1834, 
were infinitely, more numerous than in any preceding 
years. An increase of them had already been per- 
ceived in those years, which included young men who 
were born during the time of the Revolution ; this 
class bore evident marks of the starvation and misery 
through which they had struggled. 

M. Villermé relates a relnarhghile occurrence which 
tends to corroborate his conclusions. A portion of 
the English army being quartered in France in the 
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year 1815, a contract was entered into with French 
manufacturers to supply them with caps, which they 
set about making in exact conformity with the in- 
structions issued by the French War Department; 
but, when the caps were delivered, the makers disco- 
vered, to their great surprise as well as dismay, that 
two-thirds of them were too small, and that the largest 
fitted none but the smallest-sized English heads. ‘The 
larger proportion of the caps were consequently re- 
jected. It is matter of notoriety, besides, that the 
English troops are smaller of size than many conti- 
nental, particularly the German and Hungarian. 

The French recruits from the rural districts are 
more robust in frame than the town recruits, though 
the latter have in general a little the advantage with 
respect to height; this advantage is counterbalanced 
by inferiority in strength, and justifies the common 
remark among French officers—* il nous faut des cra- 
pauds :” for they find that the more diminutive class 
of soldiers bear the wear and tear of marching better, 
and suffer less from sickness and disease, than the 
taller-bodied men. The result of a campaign fre- 
quently depends upon courage, discipline, and good 

one but, when 100,000 men are to be brought in 
line, the consigning of a third of them to the sick-list, 
after one or two months campaigning, which was the 
case in 1813 and 1814, is as disastrous an occurrence 
as the loss of a general action. It may be added that 
the spread of manufactures has also lent its aid in 
producing the physical degeneracy of the French 
soldiery ; and the same cause has, to a certain extent, 
affected the constitution of the English.—United Ser- 
vice Journal. 





From the New York New Era. 
SCIENTIFIC NOTICES. 

Tota Ectitpsr or THE Sun.—Mr. George Inness 
has communicated to the Astronomical Society, some 
observations “On the Total Eclipse of the Sun 
which will happen July 7, 1842; with the elements 
for caleulating from the solar tables of Carnini, and 
the lunar tables of Burekhardt. Also, the result of 
calculations for the Observatories of Greenwich and 
Marseilles.””. The author remarks that the great solar 
Eclipse of 1842 will excite much interest, as it will 
be total for the southern parts of France, and very large 
throughout Great Britain, though not total for any 
place in the island. The elements for calculating the 
eclipse are given, and the result of Mr. Innes’s caleu- 
lations for Greenwich and Marseilles, which latter 
place was selected as being the nearest to Greenwich, 
of the properly fixed points at which accurate obser- 
vations of the fofal eclipse are likely to be made. 


Lunar VotcAnorEs.—A short notice of ‘ Lunar 
Volcanoes,” has been communicated to the British 
Association, by Mr. Webb. He had for some time 
examined the moon with an excellent five feet achro- 
matic, and had found that several volcanic vents ex- 
isted, not laid down in Schroeter’s map of the lunar 
surface ; and, also, that several vents, which had been 
so laid down, were now much enlarged indimensions. 
Upon the whole, however, he considered that the 
moon and earth were similar in this respect—namely, 
that volcanic action was now less violent than it had 
been in by-gone periods. 


Powrrrut Exrectro-Cuemicat Batrerr.—A 
owerful electro-chemical battery, has been exeeuted 
y Mr. E. M. Clarke, at the Gallery of Science, 

Lowther Arcade. Its effects are truly surprising. 
Cylinders of coke when placed in the circuit produced 
a light so intense, the eye cannot dwell on it without 
pain. Copper wire of one-quarter of an inch diame- 
ter is rapidly fused ; but the most extraordinary fact 
is that, notwithstanding such intense power, the ex- 
perimenter holds the conducting wires in each hand, 
and states that the battery gives no shocks without 
the aid of a coil of wire on the principle of Professor 
Collins 








_f@rna anp Vesvvius.— tna has been in a more 
violent state of eruption than usual. Early in the 
morning of Jan. 1, 1839, Vesuvius burst forth with an 
explosion like the report of a cannon, and a dense 
cloud of smoke and ashes soon covered Naples; but 
the wind changed, and carried the cinders towards 
the shere at Portici. The eruption ceased im the 
evening, but the detonations commenced on the 2d, 
and co.tinued throughout the day. In the evening, 
the Vesuvius was all on fire, and the lava flowed down 
into the plain between Portici and Torre del Greco, 
comumitting great ravages. On the 3d the mountain 
became more quiet, bnt in the evening sent out’ con- 
tinual flashes, which is a phenomenon extremely rare. 
—Letter from Naples, Jan. 5. 


NEW METHOD OF DETERMINING THE LONGITUDE. 
—On March 8, a paper was read to the Royal Society, 
proposing “A new method of determining the longi- 
tude by an absolute altitude of the moon ;” by J. C. 
Bowring, im" This method was proposed many 
years ago by Pingree and Lemmonier, se i the prin- 
cipal difficulty in its way was its requiring the exact 
determination of the moon’s declination reduced to 
the place of observation. This diffienliy the author 
professes to have removed by supposing two meridi- 
ans, for which the altitudes are to be calculated ; and 
the only requisite is the accurate determination of the 
latitude, which presents no great difliculty, either on 
land or at sea. Exarnples are given of the practical 
working of this method ; showing that if the latitude 
of the place of observation be obtained within a few 
seconds, the longitude will be found by means of a 
single observation of the altitude of the moon. 


New Corpacr.—The brothers Landauer, of Stutt- 
gard, have patented a new species of cordage, the 
threads of which are not twisted one over the other, 
but united in a parallel direction. A cord, one inch 
and three quarters in circumference, has sustained a 
weight of 1,300 pounds without breaking; and when 
at last an additional weight caused it to break, the 
fracture resembled a cut with scissors, which proves 
that each thread was of equal strength. A cord of 
508 threads, three inches and three-sixteenths in cir- 
cumference, 111 feet long, woven in this manner, 
weighed only nineteen pounds, whilst an ordinary 
cord of the same circumference and length, and as 
many threads, weighed fifty ene pounds and a half. 


New Percussion Cannon Locx.—Commander 
Henderson, of the British navy, has applied the com- 
mon fowling piece nipple and —< cannon, with de- 
cided advantage; and the cap being struck with a 
wooden mallet, or almost ~~ other instrument, it. is 
thought there would be less iability of mischanee, in 
the hurry of action, than with the present percussion 
locks. "The nipple is placed upon a plate of iron 
which is thrown back apon the discharge of the piece, 
and exposes the touch-hole, thus giving room for the 
vent to be closed by the thumb in the usual manner. 
We have not seen this assumed improvement, but we 
can scarcely conceive an improvement upon the 
cannon percussion lock of Mr. Hidden, of this city. 


= 


E. OWEN & Co., ee 


MILITARY AND NAVAL MERCHANT TAILORS, 
NEAR FULLER’S HOTEL, PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, 


BEG leave to inform their patrons of the Army and Navy, 

that they have made arrangements to receive, direct from 
London, gold and silver Epaulets, Embroidery, gold and. sil- 
ver Lace, and all the articles necessary for the equipment of offi- 
cers fur either service, of a very superior quality. 








To the officers of the Corps of Topographical Engineers, they 
would respectfully state that ov: have at length succeeded in 
procuring complete sets of English embroidery for their Corps, 
the quality of which has been acknowledged by gentlemen of the 
Corps of unquestionable taste and judgment, to be the richest and 
rarest workmanship of the kind ever offered to the public. 

Sept. 26—~ 
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WASHINGTON CITY ’ printing of the Army Register having passed into OTHER 
THURSDAY, ........... NOVEMBER 238, 1839. HANDS,” &c. This does not look as if we were to 





A supplement or extra of the New York Courier 
and Enquirer of Saturday last contains the following 
paragraph, for a sight of which we are indebted to a 
friend : 


Cavse anv Errect.—The Army and Navy Chronicle 
of November 7th contains the following paragraph. 


Biennial Register, or ‘“‘ Blue Book.’’—The above work is now 
in press at this office, and will be ready for delivery in all the 
month of January. Such of our subsoribers and correspondents 
as desire copies are invited to send early orders, to prevent disap- 
pointment, as but few extra copies will be for sale here, The 
price will be $3 for one copy, or 35 for two, current money and 
free of postage. 


The same paper of the 14th inst gives notice that the 
Proprietors of the Register will print the Army Register 
for 1840. 

Thus much for its own admission of having been 
adopted as a bantling of the Government to be fed from 
the public crib. And having pointed out the cause now 
mark the effect. This Military Journal, in whose be- 
half nearly every press in the Union has recently made 
an appeal for public support, on the ground of its being 
exciusively devoted to the affairs of the Army and Navy, 
has come out a flaming partizan print and ridicules not 
per the personal appearance of Gen. Scorr but his offi- 
cial services in the Cherokee Country and on the 
Northern and North Eastern frontiers. We indulge 
the hope, that the officers of the Army and Navy, with- 
out me onan to their political predilections, will no 
longer give countenance to a publication, which, con- 
sidering its ostensible objects, and the ground upon 
which support for it has heretofore been claimed, has 

roved itself recreant to its pledges and to the best in- 

and honor of the two services it pretends to re- 
present. 


The semi-weekly Courier of Monday which we re- 
ceive in exchange, did not contain the paragraph ; 
possibly it was crowded out by the foreign news 
brought by the British Queen. 

If the editors of the Courier and Enquirer will refer 
to the act passed during the last session of Congress, 
‘“‘ making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of Government for the year 1839,” they will 
find this clause : 

‘For compiling and printing the Biennial Register, 
one thousand eight hundred dollars: Provided, That the 
printing of the said Biennial Register and the job print- 
ang, stationery and binding of each of the Executive 
Departments, shall be furnished by contract, proposals 
for which shall regularly be advertised for in the public 
prints,” 

In consequence of this clause, the publishers of the 
Army and Navy Chronicle lost the small share of job 
printing which had for two years previous been 
allotted to them by one of the public Departments, 

Proposals having been invited for all the job print. 


ing, conformably to the law above quoted, theirs were 
submitted for competition, and being the lowest bid- 
ders for the Biennial Register, the contract was 
awarded to them. It was the only one they obtained,’ 


‘print the army register for 1840.” 

The remainder of the Courier’s paragraph is a mere 
coinage of the brain. So far from having “ come out 
a flaming partizan print,” and ridiculed Gen. Scorrt, 
his name has not been mentioned in connexion with 
the Presidency, nor has the name of any other candi- 
date been mentioned in it. Ifit is possible for a pa- 
per to pursue a strictly neutral course, the Chronicle 
has done so. The only ground for the Courier’s harsh 
assertion is a communication in the Chronicle, in- 
tended as a satire upon the present army uniform, 
and not aimed at Gen. Scott, whose name was in- 
troduced probably from his having been the most con- 
spicuous figure on the occasion alluded to. In this 
communication, two lines, alluding to Gen. Scorr’s 
position respecting the Presidency, were erased by 
the editor, as being out of place, and having no con- 
nexion with the subject matter of the communication. 
If the editors of the Courier cannot themselves enjoy 
a little badinage, they will at least, we hope, permit 
the officers of the army to relieve occasionally the tedi- 
um of an arduous service in Florida, or the monotony 
ofa garrison life on the frontiers, by indulging in what 
is designed only for innocent raillery. 

With those readers of the Courier who do not see 
the Chronicle, the paragraph which we have copied 
and commented upon, is calculated to have an effect 
injurious to the character of this paper ; and the edi- 
tors will do but an act of simple justice—which we 
doubt not they will do cheerfully—by either copying 
our contradiction entire, or acknowledging the incor- 
rectness of their assertions in their own language. 





It has been suggested that the publication in the 
Chronicle of the following Circular, signed by seve- 
ral officers of the army in Florida, and addressed to 
allthe military posts in that Territory, may have 
some influence with officers elsewhere in promoting 
the circulation of the Chronicle. 

This renewed manifestation of confidence and favor 
on the part of the officers of the army from whom we 
had previously received so many similar tokens, calls 
for something more than formal thanks. We should 
indeed be ungrateful, could we ever forget the uni- 
form. kindness and courtesy extended to us by nume- 
rous gentlemen ofthe army. It is the frequent mani- 
festation of these friendly sentiments that has encou- 
aged us to persevere through the many obstacles 
that beset our path ; and it will stimulate us to deserve 
a continuance of their favorable regard. 

As we have before remarked, the Chronicle re- 


and they shall esteem themselves fortunate indeed if| quires but little additional aid to secure its perma- 
they can execute it without pecuniary loss. So much |nence and ensure punctuality. This attained, we 


for the Biennial Register. 

The editors of the Courier certainly could not have 
read the Chronicle of the 14th, or they would not 
have misquoted one of our paragraphs, In that pa- 
per, page 318, foot of 2d column, it is stated: “ Zhe 


hope that the most serious ebjection that has been 
urged against it will be effectually removed, and all 
future cause of complaint avoided. 

We have but one word more: Will the officers of 
the navy permit their brethren of the army to exceed 
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them in acts of liberality? A little emulation on this 
point might be pardoned, and would excite no unkind 
feeling in the breast of any one. 
CIRCULAR, 
TO THE OFFICERS OF THE ARMY IN FLORIDA. 

The undersigned beg leave most respectfully to sug- 
gest, that it is necessary the Army and Navy Chronicle 
should receive more efficient support; as, from the state- 
ments of the editor, as well as from information de- 
rived from other sources, we are convinced it must soon 
cease to exist, unless its subscription list be increased. 

The undersigned do not arrogate to themselves to be 
authorized patrons of the Chronicle, or to have any 
other interest in it, than is common to almost all 
officers of the army—they merely desire to express a 
strong wish that it should be continued, and that it 
should receive the necessary support to render its con- 
tinuance certain, the publication of its numbers punc- 
tual, and its profits to the diligent editor at least res- 
pectable. 

We are persuaded that it is no fault of Mr. Homans 
that the numbers of the Chronicle have not of late ap- 
peared with the desired punctuality. This fact, instead | 
of tending to abate our interest in the publication, 
should rather induce us to do our part with increased 
promptness and liberality. A small subscription list 
will, be believe, account for their irregularity. 

The undersigned, without wishing, in any degree, to 
dictate to others the course they should pursue, take the 
liberty to say, that it is not sufficient that one copy of 
the Chronicle be taken at each Post. This may afford 
every officer of the army the Chronicle to read: but it 
will not support the paper, and yield its editor a living 
from his useful labors. 

All officers, and others, who feel interested in the con- 
tinuance of the work, (and it is believed that almost or | 
quite all officers of the army do,) ought to give it the 
only kind of support which will have an efficient ten- 
dency to improve its condition, and perpetuate its pages. 
There is some difficulty, whilst in Florida, of obtaining 
our own individual copies; the troops necessarily chang- 

















ing position so frequently. 

The difficulty may be measurably diminished, by hav- 
ing the paper directed to the principal Post Offices in 
Florida, Garey’s Ferry, St. Augustine, Tallahassee, 
&c,, with directions to the Post Masters of those seve- 
ral offices to send them tu the particular post or place 
as occasion may require. Or any officer of the army 
will gladly cause the necessary directions to be given. 

It is believed, should we allow the Chronicle to fail, 
that all would, when too late, very greatly regret its 
discontinuance, and our own failure.to yield it due sup- 
port. Let us then anticipate, and avoid such an issue. 


self and acts without fear, or the hope of any other favor 
than that of a long list of approving and paying 


readers. 


THO. F. HUNT, Major and Qr. Master. 
P. MAXWELL, Surgeon U. S. 44. 
A. B. EATON, Capt. U. S. 44. 
J. MACKAY, Capt. Corps Top. Engrs. 
M. R. PATRICK, Lieut. 2d infy. 
CHAS McDOUGALL, Surgeon U. S. .4. 
E. WORRELL, -4ss°t. Surgeon U. S. 4. 
J. R. SMITH, Capt. 2d infy. 
G. LOOMIS, Major 2d infy. 
Wn. WHISTLER, Lt. Col. 7th infy. 
B. L. E. BONNEVILLE, Capt. 7th infy. 
W. W. HOXTON, .4ss°t. Surgeon U. S. 2. 
S. CASEY, Capt. 2d infy. 

Garey’s Ferry, E. F., Nov. 15, 1839. 





We have received by the steam packet British 
Queen, the United Service Journal for November, in 
which there is a caustic notice of “ Cooper’s Naval 
History.” The reviewer deniesto Mr. Cooper the 
merit of truth, because some of his statements are op- 
posed to those of James’s Naval History of Great 
Britain. That the British people should feel: sore, 
whenever the disasters they experienced in our last 
war with them are mentioned, is natural enough ; and 
we have ceased to look for candor or magnanimity at 
their hands on this vexed question. But, in the case 
of Mr. Cooper, there are other causes of offence be- 
sides his history of our navy. His work on England 
was not palatable to British taste, and consequently 
no subsequent work of his will find favorin theireyes_ 

That Mr. Cooprr’s Naval History was hastily 
written—more so, indeed, than the occasion demand- 
ed—he himself admits: but if there be one feature in 
it more striking than another, it is that of awarding to 
our quondam opponents the credit of having fought 
well, and surrendering only when further resistance 
would have been vain. 

A manly and impartial criticism, though severe, we 
should have no objection to transfer to our pages, 4s 
we believe tbat much advantage accrues from hearing 
both sides in any controversy ; but though not desiring 
to defend Mr. Cooper, or to apologize for the imper- 
fections of his Naval History, there is nothing in it 
which can, in our opinion, justify even an enemy in 
applying such terms ‘as these, which we quote from 
this Review : 


‘‘Mr. Cooper must add a little circumstance, the bet- 
ter to maintain his very questionable veracity.” 

,,..buthere again Mr. Cooper must swerve from 
the truth.” 

“< We think the officers of the U. 8. navy had better 
toss their historian in a blanket, an ample and proper 
reward for the slanders he has cast upon them in thus 





Should the Chronicle go down, it is believed that 
each officer would, every year, pay in postage more 
than the subscription price of the Chronicle, in obtain- 
ing, from private sources, the information more readily 
and more fully obtained from its pages. 

We are convinced that there is no foundation for as- 
serting that the editor is influenced in his course by any 
functionary at Washington; [but] that he judges for him- 


traducing their enemies.” 

“'lo what use is Mr. Cooper’s history written?, It 
cannot be supposed that such a hurried work—erroneous 
in every sentence, false in every statement—can obtain 
even a partial credence from the Americans?” 

“ We tell him, his hero, if the story is true, deserves 
very little credit—and the historian, if it is not true, 
the merited imputation of being a driveller and a ——.” 

«< Mr. Cooper is incapable of one generous—one man- 
ly thought.” 
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“‘ Mr. Cooper is another proof how very hard it is to 
wash the blackamwvor white, and stalks before us a liv- 
ifg confirmation of the saying—‘ That it requires a 
whole generation to eradicate the weeds which are 
nurtured in the ungenerous soil of a low estate.’ ” 


Very amiable and very complimentary ! but this is 
not all. We perceive that it is “To be continued ” 
—in broken doses—probably from an apprehension 
that Mr. Cooper could not survive a whole broadside 
of such artillery. Magnanimity has ceased to be an 
attribute of British Naval officers, if they approve the 
language used by this Reviewer. From the repre- 
sentations of our own officers, who have met them in 
various parts of the world, we have been impressed 
with the idea that they have always acknowledged, in 
a handsome and appropriate manner, the superiority 
exhibited by us in our conflicts with them. 





At the last session of Congress, the Senate adopted 
a very comprehensive resolution, relative to the de- 
fences of the country, calling upon the Executive for 
information under the several heads of fortifications, 
armaments, arsenals, magazines, foundries, steam bat- 
teries, ships of war, navy yards, and docks, with a 
view to placing the frontiers, maritime, and inland, 
in a proper state of preparation for defence. We un- 
derstand that a mixed board of military and naval offi- 
cers will soon be organized in Washington, to take 
this important subject into consideration. Colonel 


Commodore E. P. Kennepy has been appointed to 
the command of the Washington Navy Yard, vice 
Commodore PATTERSON, deceased. 


Commodore James RensHAw is appointed to the 
command of the New York Navy Yard and station, 
vice Commodore RrpGEty, who hoists his broad pend- 
ant on board the frigate United States as commander 
of our naval forces on the coast of Brazil. 





ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 





Noy. 21—Lieut. R, Ridgely, 3d arty., Polk’s 
23—Capt. W. Maynadier, ordnance, G street 
Lieut. George Thom, Top. Engs. Gadsby’s 
27—Capt. C. O. Collins, A. Q. M., Fuller’s 
Lieut. G. Mason Hooe, navy, Gadsby’s 


PASSENGERS. 

New York, Nov. 18, per ship Tuskina, for Mobile, 
Commodore A.J. Dallas, of the navy, lady, two children, 
and servants. 

Cuanrveston, Nov. 18, per steam packet South Caro- 
lina, from Norfolk, Lieuts. H.S. Burton and E. Paine, 
of the army. Nov. 22, per brig Aldrich, from Philadel- 
phia, Capt. E. R. Shubrick, of the navy, lady, three chil- 
dren, and two nurses. Nov. 23, per steam packet C. 
Seago from Wilmington, Major S. Churchill, 3¢ 

y: 

Savannan, No. 20, per steamboat Southerner, from 
Charleston, Lieuts. H. S Burton and E. Paine, of the 
army. 








Domestic Intelligence. | 
FLORIDA WAR. 











Totren, Chief Engineer, Col. Tuaver, of the Corps 
of Engineers, Col. Cross, Assistant Quartermaster 
General, and Lieut. Col. Tatcort, acting chief of the 
Ordnance Department, have been appointed by the 


Secretary of War, to unite with such officers of the | 


navy as shall be selected from that branch of ser- 
vice to complete the board. 





FURTHER MELANCHOLY INTELLIGENCE FROM 
Frioripa.—The unwelcome news, which was receiv- 
ed here on Monday through the Savannah Georgian, 
of the death of two more officers, has been confirmed 
by letters received direct from Tampa Bay and Ga- 
rey’s Ferry. We have been kindly permitted to make 
the following extracts: 


«Tampa Bay, Nov. 11, 1839. 

‘«‘ Sickness prevails to an unprecedented degree all 
over the country. Even here we have a sort of epi- 
demic, which generally however yields to medicine 
skilfully administered. Capt. Peyton died this morn- 
ing ; a protracted case and relapse.” 

*‘GareEy’s Ferry, Nov. 18, 1839. 

_ “We hear the most lamentable news from Tampa. 
The fever seems to be raging there with great vio- 
lence. Capt. Barker, Ist Infy., Capt. Peyton, A. 
Q. M., and Mrs. Capt. SEAWELL, have died ; and sev- 
eral others, including Gen. Taytor, are sick. I fer- 
vently pray that our next express may bring us no in- 
crease of the number of dead. We can but fear, while 
we hope. 

“ Col. Twices has just arrived with his command 
from New York. 

‘“* Captains Lyon, Smiru, and 8. CasEey have just 
arrived from New York with recruits.” 


It would be difficult to determine which has been 
the more fatal—the climate of Florida, or the rifle of 
the enemy—in this most unfortunate war. 


| goons, with the 


| 


_ More Troops ror Frortpa.—On Saturday even- 
ing three compenins of the 2d regiment of dra- 

and and non-commissioned staff, ar- 
rived at this port. They are destined for Florida, 
whither Col. Twiggs and a part of the regiment pro- 
ceeded, a day or two since, in the steamer Gen. Clinch. 

The following are the officers in the Trenton :— 
|Maj. T. T. #auntleroy, 2d Dragoons, Comd’g; Capt. 
|B. L. Beall, Comd’g I Troop, Capt. M. 8. Howe, 
| Comd’g G Troop, Lieut: R. A. Arnold, Comd’g K 
| Troop, and Commissary Lieut. Wm. H. Saunders, 
Act’g Adjutant, Lieut. G. A. H. Blake, Lieut. 8. B. 
Thornton, Capt. T. 8. Bryant, Capt. E. D. Bullock.— 
Savannah Georgian, Nov. 18. 

_A letter received yesterday by a gentleman of this 
city from Garey’s Ferry, conveys the melancholy in- 
telligence of the decease at Tampa, of Capt. R. H. 
Peyton, Ass’t Quarter Master; of Capt. Barker, Ist 
Infantry, and of the lady and child of Capt. Seawell. 

Those whom the Indian rifle has spared of our gal- 
lant army in Florida, and their Somiline, disease has 
- present season, more or less afflicted —Jbid, Nov. 

a. 

THE LATE LIEUTENANT Poo tr, 3d ARTILLERY. 
—Col. GaTEs, in command of the 3d Art., in a letter 
to a friend in this city, dated St. Augustine, Novem- 
1 13th, speaking of the decease of that officer writes 
thus :— 

«A more intelligent officer, and polished gentleman 
the army cannot boast of. He was the most prompt, 
attentive and faithful officer I have seen in many 
years. His devotion to his profession—his attachment 
to his fellow officers, was very strong and remarkable. 
In short, he was admired and beloved by all who knew 
how to estimate his worth. I consider his loss diffi- 
cult to repair, and long will I remember his valuable 
services in the 3d regiment.”— Charleston Courier. 





It is worthy of remark, that the frigate Macedonian, 
in returning into port on the 6th inst., beat over the 
bar, making at least six tacks, and thus proving the 
practicability of a big ship’s effecting an entrance.— 
Pensacola Gazette, Nov. 16. 
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Extract of a letter dated Pensacota, Nov. 5th, 1839, 
to a citizen of this Borough. 

“The U. S. ships of war Levant and Erie, went 
to sea on Sunday last, the Macedonian and French 
frigate La Gloire went outon. Monday. Their move 
was hasty and unexpected, in consequence of the 
yellow fever having made its appearance among the 
shipping. The Carpenter of the Erie; Mr. Fitch, 

rofessor of Mathematics, of the Levant; Mr. Wil- 
iam A. Green of the Macedonian, recently of the 
Vandalia, and a few men have fallen victims, their 
cases terminating hastily and with black vomit. On 
the second day at sea, the disease increasing on board 
the Levant, Com. Shubrick ordered her into this port 
to land the sick at the Hospital. The officers now at 
the Hospital are Doctor Patten, Lieut. Lee, Mid. 
Hayes, Mr. Stoneal, (Captain’s Clerk) of the Levant, 
Professor Nooney of the Erie, with a number of men. 

Since the Levant returned, she has had some cases, 
but not of a severe character. This is owing to the 
judicious course pursued by her commander, Capt. 


Smoot, who, having been refused the use of the Navy | 
Yard, took his ship near to fort Pickens, on the Is- | 
land of Santa Rosa, Capt. Chase of the Army having | 


politely and kindly allowed the fort tobe used. Suc 
measures have been taken as have had, with the as- 
sistance of the cool weather, a beneficial influence, 
and I am happy to say, that for the last few days there 
have been no new cases among the shipping. 

P. $S—The Macedonian, with Commodore Shu- 
brick’s family on board, are at sea; of course we know 
nothing of their condition. The Ontario has a new dis- 
ease, the Nassau Fever: I pray itis not the yellow fe- 
ver.—Norfolk Herald. 





From the Charleston Courier. 
FLORIDA WAR EXPENSES. 

We often see articles in the newspapers of the day 
complaining of the expenses of the Florida war—some- 
times blowing one party and then another, but see not 
any reason given why those expenses are not reasona- 
ble and little as may be. “From observations and in- 
formation obtained without scheming, we are enabled 
to show how at least the present operations may be 
continued, at far less expense. As this is generally 
statistical, and our statements are based on facts, we 
hope they will be relied on as correct. 

The saving of money we refer to is in the mode of 
supporting or supplying subsistence and stores to the 
troops, and we will be principally confined to the 
eastern shore and its vicinity. 

The present depot for immediate supply from Forts 
King and Micanopy in the interior, St. John’s river 
posts, and the post at St. Augustine, and the Atlantic 
shore to Cape Florida, is Black Creek. Provisions, 
forage and stores are shipped from New York, Bos- 
ten, Baltimore, to Savannah, thencé taken on steam- 
boats and deposited at Black Creek, where again ta- 
ken from the storehouse and emenet. they are distribu- 
ted to the different posts dependant there for supplies. 
Now to save expense we say, at once change the de- 
pots, they are badly selected, as well as many of the 
forts or military posts. Make Fernandina on Ame- 
lia Island the depot, it has a good harbor and would 
answer the place of both Savannah and Black Creek; 
vessels can be chartered in the north nearly as cheap 
for this place as Savannah, and the steamboats can 
take supplies (by inland passage, or outside if smooth, ) 
direct to the posts now furnished from Black Creek. 
This saves two handlings at least, and one boat from 
Fernandina could do more in forwarding stores than 
three from Savannah and its sub depot. But we pro- 
mised statistics. 

1—Steamboats are employed at $100 a day 
nearly. 
It requires six days average to make the 
trip to Savannah, 600 
Average trips during the year, 7 per month 


or 84 in all, 50,400 


If one-third of boat power would do this 

from Fernandina, this gives in its favor, 

2--But Fernandina taking the place of the 
two places named, one set of hands could be 
discharged, say 20 at $26 a month (pay and 
subsistence) or saved per annum to Govern- 
ment, 

3-—But we have something more, viz. use- 
less expenditures by feeding from Black 
Creek in extra transportation over parts of 
“we John’s and Black Creek, twice, as fol- 
ows— 

From mouth of St. John’s to Garey’s Fer- 
ry, 63 miles—to furnish St. Augustine and 
other eastern posts, 126 miles of extra trans- 
portation, and one extra loading and unload- 
ing. The navigation of these 126 miles, 
from difficulties of bar, &c., is usually equi- 


33,600 


6,200 








valent to two days—say, then, one boat, 2 





days—$200. 

Average boats sent—one weekly, or 52 
annually, 

Expense of loading and unloading at Black 
Creek—at 14 hands, two days, at one dollar 
per day; including pay and rations—with 
200 dollars for boats fring still, 

4—Also, to furnish the posts on St. John’s 

river, the part of Black Creek passed over 18 

miles is extra travel. Thus if one boat is 

allowed per week, (most of the year this is 

amg below the actual,) we have, in 52 

ips, 1,872 miles, or 8 day’s steam travel, 800. 
hen there is the extra loading and un- 
loading, as before, 
5—-Some vessels are chartered to Garey’s 

Ferry at great freights—the bar is bad, and 

usually government boats are sent down to 

lighten them over to the mouth of the Creek 

They then go to the ferry and discharge the 

load, and return to lighten more at this bar 

and tow the vessel up. The vessels are often 
done murrage ne. days. If sent to Fernan- 
dina, this would all be obviated The extra 

ww accruing cannot be less than 300 

dollars per vessel—and say 20 each year, 

6—Black Creek being established, the 
train of wagon has been kept up, when it 
seems that posts might be supplied from 
nearer positions, with equal roads, on the 
river St. Johns. For instance, Micanopy is 
about 56 miles from Black Creek, from Pa- 
latka 4 m., or a saving of distance in a trip 
of 24 miles. This, toa train of 100 wagons, 
or four hundred mules and 101 men to drive 
and guide them, (without speaking of es- 
corts, ) is saving to each at least one day, and 
therefore might the train be diminished in 
proportion of one to the days taken for the 
trip. Now these mules must be foraged, 
and each bushel of corn at the moment it 
is eaten, will have cost at least $5 a bushel. 

Each hand costs about 36 dollars a month, 

forage masters 60, and the wear and tear of 

teams, harness, &c. must be considered.— 

Probable expense of feeding at present, over 

a depot supplied from Fernandina, at Palat- 

ka, per annum, 9,000 

If we should add the lumber brought from the St. 
Mary’s river, and the higher price paid on the St 
Johns, and many small items that might be consider- 
ed, the extra expense would be greatly enhanced. 
But enough is shown to prove the propriety of 
changing from Black Creek to some place more cen- 
tral to operations. If active operations are carried on, 
the expense will be multiplied—but the calculation 
above shows only a part of the saving. If the place 
named is selected, then a much less number of boats 
!would be used to do the same business—while we 

have only shown the decrease on the supposition all 


10,400 


6,000 
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were retained. . But in discharging two-thirds of boats 
so the expenses diminish. 

Having spoken of the bad locations of many of the 
forts, we will remark on the subject, that few coun- 
tries present such great facilities for carrying on ope- 
rations against Indians as Florida. For this territory 
is divided in strips of land by its navigable waters, in 
such a manner, that steamboats can go within thirty 
miles of any point of it. There cannot be many ex- 
ceptions to this, and by having a train at Fort Dey- 
naud, on the Caloosahatchie, to communicate with 
Okee Chobee Lake, (the distance being 17 miles,) 
large row boats can ascend from the everglades to the 
head of Topopekaliga, within thirty miles of Lake 
Monroe, a part of St. John’s river. ‘The general truth 
will be seen by reflecting that the coasts and Suwanne 
rivers are about 100 miles distant, thus approaching 
the coasts we are only 50 miles from the dividing in- 
terior line,—then there’s the great arm of St. Johns— 
the Eastern lagoons, Indian, New, and Miami rivers ; 
the creeks from Shark river to Cape Roman ; and then 
Caloosahatchie admits boats 70 miles by its course, 
brings near the great Kissimmee Valley before spoken 
of. Charlottee harbor and Tampa Bay make deep in- 
dentations. The famous Withlacoochee, the Suwan- 
nee and Santaffee, and other tributaries to the main 
streams, offer facilities to pass by steamboat to with- 
in 30 miles of most any point one can point out on 


the surface of this strange country. Now should not 


the system of forts; for defence and offence, be ar- 
ranged with re to these natural advantages—and 
the trains be dispensed with? ‘The train, the teams 
for the lu e and supplies for the troops have con- 
stituted the grand items of expense in the Florida 
war. Itis said that a cargo of oats when fed out at 
Fort Dade, 43 miles from Tampa Bay, cost, when all 
items of expense concerning were cast up, 35 dollars 
a bushel. hat then to support trains travelling 100 
miles, which must take at first half their load in feed 
for the train while making its trip? Every Wagon 
discharged sends away a man and four mules, and 
lessens the heavy drafts for escorts from the army. 
But we presume our economy will be laughed at, for 
our statistics, be told of cost of change ; and no mat- 
ter if we show that each month cost more than the 
changing of posts. Well, let matters go on in the old 
way, for the habit is formed to think that no other 
system will do, (but not by those on the spot who 
have not the control of the business, ) and as individu- 
als do not suffer, but some are speculating by the 


present, we will look patiently on and see the Gov- | The following facts were agreed upon—that the sol- 


dier was enlisted according to army regulations, at 


ernment drained of ‘surplus revenue.” 

It may be asked, why not select St. Mary’s, where 
the wharves are constructed? -We answer, it will 
make a difference in distance of 18 miles each trip; 
the tides could not be so well managed for going 
through the inland passage, there are no store-houses 
at St. Marys, and no public ground for them to be 
erected on. Houses can be bought for a trifle at 
Fernandina—publie land lies there and timber near; 
the foundation of wharves remaining, it would require 
but a few days’ work to erect those sufficient for all 
purposes; such for instance as are at Palatka, built by 


ject to its merits. AMI DU DROIT. 





New Orteans, Nov. 18.—The Texian steam ship 
of war ZavaLa, A.C. Hinton, Esq., Commander, ar- 


rived-at this port early on the morning of the 16th) 
inst., from Galveston, whence she sailed 12th instant. | 


The following is.a list of her officers :— 
C. Hinton, Commander; Ed. P. Kennedy, Ist Lieu- 
tenant; Geo. W. Estes, 2d do. ; Fletcher Dorey, Sur- 
eon; David: Kerr, Purser; Danl. Lloyd, Master; 
Richd. Bache, yo Clerk ; Cyrus Cummings, 
Midshipman, D. C. Wilber, do., J. P. Titcomb, do., 
W. J.D. Pierpont, do., C. Gold. do., R. G. Holstead, 
do., J. J. Lewis, do., L. E. Bennett, do.; George 
Beatty, Chief Engineer, Jno. Miller, Assistant do.— 





Commercial Bulletin. 


Gen. Scott passed through Cleveland to Detroit, 
about a week ago, on a tour of inspection of the mili- 
tary posts on that frontier. This step has been ren- 
dered necessary in consequence of anticipated move- 
ments by the Canauian patriots. 





Gen. Scorr passed down the Lake this morning on 
board the steamboat Bufialo. 

The rumors of patriot movements begun or contem- 
plated on the frontier are in our opinion altogether 
groundless. The lessons of Prescott and Windsor are 
not forgotten. Should the standard of revolt be raised 
in Canada-by the people of these provinces with the 
least prospect of maintaining it, then no doubt hun- 
dreds from this side would flock toit. But there will 
be no more Quixotic expeditions to Canada from this 
side at present.— Cleveland Herald. 





Gen. Scorr arrived in this city on Tuesday evening. 
On Wednesday morning he made a hasty inspection 
of the U. 8S. garrison and armories of the Union Greys 
and Williams’ Light Infantry, and proceeded with 
great haste to the landing, where he embarked on 
board a steamboat for Sacketts Harbor, and will pro- 
‘ceed to Plattsburg, via the St. Lawrence, Ogdensburgh 

&c. He must be in Richmond on the 7th December. 
—Rochester Democrat. 








THE NEW STEAM FRIGATE.—Upwards of sixty 
workmen are engaged upon the steam frigate at our 
Navy Yard, and more than half of her timbers are al- 
sess up. It is expected that they will commence her 
planking about Christmas. 

The draft of her engines is to be furnished to Messrs. 
| Merrick & Towne, in a few days, from the Navy De- 
partment at Washington, when they will immediately 
‘commence its construction. They have already made 
/extensive preparations for this new work, and will be 

able when they enter upon it, to give employment to 
a large number of hands. It is expected that both the 
engines and vessels will be completed in the spring of 
1841.—North American, 

| Important Deciston To THE Anmy.—Sup: Court, 
in the matter of Judson Curtis, an enlisted soldier, on 
Habeas Corpus, before D. Tillinghast, Esq., Supreme 
‘Court Commissioner, at Buffalo. . 

' .In October last, Judson Curtis was brought up on a 
Habeas Corpus directed to Col. Bankhead, of the 2d 
U.S. Artillery, commanding at this post. 


Cleveland, Ohio, in May last; that he was then over 
18 years of age; that he is still under the age of twen- 
ty-one years ; that at the time of his enlistment he had 
not any parent, guardian, or master, and has not had 
since ; that at the time of suing out the Habeas Cor- 
pus, and ever since that time, he was and is desirotis 
of leaving the service of the United States. 

The Commissioner, regarding the case of much im- 
portance, and likely to be of frequent occurrence in 
this State, thought it alike due to the general govern- 


su |ment and its officers, when acting in our territory, as 
an enterprising quarter-master. We leave the sub- | } bh -” 


to the citizen, that there should be an uniform rule of 


idecision upon the subject. He therefore submitted 


the case to the Supreme Court, for its advice, at the 
October term, which was given by C. H. Nelson, as 
follows : : 

We have looked into the question referred to us, 
arising under the act of Congress on Habeas Corpus, 
respecting the power to enlist a minor—and do not 
doubt but that the consent of the parent, guardian, or 
master, applies only to the case where there is a per- 
son standing in that relation to him. This appears to 
be the plain meaning of the language of the act, and 
there can be no doubt as to the power of Congress to 
ee upon the subject. 

ye are aware of the case in the 11th Mass: rep: 
64, but cannot yield our assent. 
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N. B.—The section of the law in question is this: 
The commissioned oflicer, who shall be employed 
in the recruiting service, shall be entitled to reccive 
for every effective able-bodied citizen of the U. States, 
who shall be duly enlisted by him, for the terin of five 
years, and mustered, of at least five feet six inches 


a ac ssannenieeiaemmiemeett een) 
will be doing as much with the-rank and file as can’ 
be done. Let all the commissioned officers be fur- 
nished with uniform books of instruction, from which 
to get a correct idea of their duties, for all the evolu- 
tions must be learned and studied at home, before 
they can be brought into practice on parade ; and.once 


1igh, and between the ages of 18 and 35 years, two|or twice every year, they should be taken into the 
dollars. Provided that no person under the age of 21| field, and encamped, for some considerable time, either 
years shall be enlisted by any officer, or held in the |in brigades or divisions, so that the superior officers 
service of the United States, without the consent of his| could satisfy themselves that their subalterns paid pro- 


parent, guardian, or master, first had and obtained, if 
any he have.—Buffalo Republican. 





IMroRTANT EXPERIMENT.—NEW APPLICATION OF 





| per attention to their studies in fitting themselves for 


the active duties of war. As this system would re- 
quire considerable expenditure of time on the part of 


| the officers, it would be requisite that they should be 


STEAM NAVIGATION.—Our readers are aware of the | liberally paid for the time actually devoted to the pub- 


plan to substitute the «‘ Archimedes’ Screw,” near the 
sternpost, and in the body of the vessel, in lieu of pad 
dles. The three masted schooner Archimedes, built 


for the experiment, having been refitted up by Maller | 


& Ravenhill, of Blackwall, has made another and com- 


lic service in the field, for few of our citizens who 
iwould accept commands in the militia, could afford 
| to lose the time during which they would be encamped. 
| Although it would occasion the expenditure of alarge 
sum of money, the cost would be nothing in compa- 


pletely successful experiment on the Thames—of| rison with the evils of the present system. In addi- 


which the Liverpool Albion, of Oct. 21, thus speaks : 

The vessel started at a quarter past eleven, amidst 
the huzzas of the watermen, overjoyed to witness the 
advent of asteamer that raised no waves for their an- 
noyance—and, indeed, scarcely left more disturbance 
in her wake than a sailing vessel. At Purfleet. the 
speed of the vessel was accurately tried, while passing 
the “measured mile,” marked out by order of the 
Admiralty, on the southern coast. Against wind and 
tide, the Archimedes performed the mile in nine min- 
utes, five seconds: Turned round (which was dene 
with the greatest facility,) and steaming up the river, 
with wind and tide, the same mile was performed in 
four minutes and a half. <A third experiment, down 
the river again, against wind and tide, required nine 
minutes and fifty-two seconds. The engine was dur- 
ing these trials making between 20 and 23 strokes per 
minute—each of which produced 55 revolutions of the 
propelling screw, working in the ‘“ dead wood” of the 
vessel, immediately in front of the sternpost. The log 
thrown at the turn of tlie tide, indicated a rate of nine 
knots. The most unqualified satisfaction was er om 
ed by all on board at this performance, considering 
that the Archimedes has been fitted up as a sea-going 
vessel, drawing 10} feet, and not intended to exhibit 
in competion with sharp and shallow river craft. 





ee Se See AS 4 


WMISCHE T.8V YY’. 
Tur Mirir1a.—In several of the northern States, 
conventions of delegates from diilerent corps of the 


militia have been held, with a view to yroducing a 
change in the law relating to that arm of defence, and 





tion to the rank and file being always provided with 
efficient arms; it would be advisable, also, for the 
| whole, on the day of inspection, to wear some simple 
uniform, made of cheap materials. Whenever it “ 
came necessary for them to take the field in earnest, 
it would add to the uniformity of their appearance, 
and contribute to their being readily broughtinto dis- 
cipline, for nothing more than similarity of dress con- 
tributes to raise among men an esprit du corps. Ex- 
pense would form no objection to it; for nothi 
would be requisite more than a suit of clothes suita- 
‘ble for the working dress of.a farmer or mechanic, 
‘which they might, if they chose, wear while about 
their usual avocations; and then all a man would 
have to do would be to put on his accoutrements, and 
shoulder his musket, to be ready to form one of an 
efficient body of citizen soldiery, wanting nothing but 
a little instruction to enable them to act effectively in 
the public defence. 

It would perhaps be well to allow certain privileges 
or emoluments to such citizens as would form them- 
selves into volunteer corps, to be kept constantly 
trained, who, on any sudden occasion, would be able 
to do good service at a moment’s warning, opportuni- 
ties for which. in some parts of the country, are- een-. 

_tinually occurring ; and it would serve to keep alive 
a military spirit in the whole body of citizens Kable, 
to bear arms. 

The above is one among many systems proposed 
for the improvement of the militia. There appears to 

_be a decided movement in many portions of the coun- 
try, towards this object, and it is high time that some- 
thing was lone for effecting it. During along peace, 
| the militia system has fallen into suchen that 


a better system of discipline than at present pursued. | a parade is generally considered a fit subjeet for mirth, 
It is time the subject was taken in hand by Congress, | and a burthen to the citizen rather than a benefit to 
and a general system adopted for-the whole country ‘the community. When such an institution becomes 
at once. /unpopular with the community, its’ existence is of but 
We do not believe that any system can be adopted, little value, and it is time that it be wholly dispensed. 
which will be useful and effective in disciplining the; with, or so changed as to be divested of its inconve- 
great body of the militia, without bearing hard on the ' nient and onerous features, and all thatis really valua- 
citizens, and being detrimental to their private inte- |ble about it so modified as. to render it useful when 
rests. Still it is essential that it should be well armed, | circumstances may require its actual service. 
and the whole force of the country kept constantly! We commend the subject to the attention of our 
enrolled, so that it may, on an emergency, be mar- brethren of the press, whose province and duty it is 
shalled at short notice. One parade for inspection | to discuss all matters of public concernment, and pro- 
would be as useful, for all practical purposes, as half| pose such amendments as their wisdom may dictate. 
a dozen; for nothing less than daily, or at the least, | Although scarcely any two would approve of the same 
weekly drilling, can make men so familiar with arms | identical plan, yet the proverb hath it that “in a mul- 
and discipline, as to be effective as soon as called into | titude of counsellors theré is safety ;’’ and those whose 
the field. duty it is to act directly on matters pertaining to the 
If the Congress of the United States would pass anj| public weal, may catch an idea, or pick up a notion 
act for the uniform government of the militia of the | on the subject, which may be useful when they come 
Union, requiring every citizen liable to duty to keep | to give it their attention with a view to action.—Lit- 
the necessary arms, and repair to the rendezvous of| tle Rock Gazette. 
his company, regiment, or brigade, as the distance 
might render proper, on a given day, uniform through-) A VALUABLE DISCOVERY.—THE DISCHARGE OF 
out the country, to exhibit his arms foi inspection, it! HEAVY GuNns.—We learn that an artist of this city has 
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made a aioe of ~iuch importance, in relation to 
the discharge of heavy guns. 

The want of means to prevent the extreme blast of 
smoke, from the vent of a heavy gun at the moment of 
its discharge, and especially on board ships of war and 
between decks, has long been seriously regretted. In 
many instances this difficulty has been known to cause 
a suspension of the action; while it has always been 
attended with trouble and confusion. The attention 
of the artist alluded to, was directed to the subject 
some time since by the British Admiralty. Being the 
inventor of the percussion copper cap, now in almost 
universal use, as well as of the most approved method 
of discharging heavy artillery, the gentleman alluded 
to, Mr. Shaw, directed his attention to this great de- 
sideratum, and after much labor and research, and 
many experiments, has fully succeeded. 

it may be well to mention here, that about four 

ears since, Mr. Shaw received from the Emperor of 

ussia, a present of five hundred crowns, for his dis- 
‘covery in relation to heavy artille His new inven- 
tion has been made at a great sacrifice both of means 
and of labor, but is believed to be perfect in its kind. 
The a is strictly economical, and can be adapted as 
well to muskets and smaller arms, as to heavy cannon, 
and with many advantages over the copper cap now 
in use. It is convenient, safe and simple, and what 


ponds, with the heights, sand hills, buildings, salt 
works, wind mills, and other objects on the upland. 
It is drawn and engraved in a style of beauty and 
apparent exactness, which we prestme has not 
been surpassed, and we are not aware that it has been 
equalled in any work of the kind in this country. 
It is evidently the produce of great labor and of pa- 
tient and exact scientific observations, highly credita- 


This must be a work of great utility, not only for 
the use of our ships of war, but for merchant ships, by 
converting the borders of Cape Cod, from a terra in- 
cognita, into a thoroughly explored and carefully de- 
lineated pathway. It has shown the harbor of Pro- 
vincetowa to be, we believe, deeper and more safe 
and commodious than it was previously supposed to 
be. We find it stated in a note appended to the chart 
that “‘ this harbor affords every convenience as a wa- 
tering station for shipping; the greatest abundance 
of pure fresh water being obtained in the village of 
Provincetown, from wells sunk in the sand.” Sta- 
tions for the triangulations are indicated on the map, 
150 in number, on land, and 606 on the water. The 
courses chained for delineating the shores, &c. mea- 
sured 141 miles; 769 tides at high, and 692 at low 
water, were registered, and 13,119 soundings were 
taken. There is attached to the chart a curious re- 





is a matter of great importance, the principle cannot gister of the tide, for two months, exhibiting at a single 


be injured or destroyed by moisture. Not the slight- 


view the exact limit and point of time of each high 


est smoke is emitted—not a particle of fire—and we are | and low tide. It appears that the extreme vibration 


informed that’after a day’s firing, not the slightest soil | 
can be discovered on either the lock or breech of the 
n.- This is indeed an important matter, and cannot | 

ut arrest attention. No detailed discovery of the in- 
vention has yet been made. Indeed, Mr. Shaw had | 
become so disheartened in relation to the poor success | 
attendant upon his discovery of the percussion cap) 
he lost the privilege of his patent right from an in- | 
formality,) that he had resolved to refrain from all 
further efforts of the kind. But we.a day or two since, | 
published a graph in the Inquirer, stating that a. 
royal ordinance had been promulgated in Prussia, to | 
apply the percussion cap to the musketry of the army, | 
and on perusing it, a hope of remuneration for his last 
invention was again revived in Mr. Shaw’s mind. His 
present object is to unite himself with some individu- 
al of sufficient means to enable him to submit the dis- | 
covery to the several governments of Europe and 
America. As far as we have been able to ascertain, | 
there is not the slightest mistake in this matter, while 
the well-known character of Mr. Shaw as a man of 
science, places every thing like delusion out of the 
question. His residence is at No. 28, Samson street, 
where any person who may feel disposed to engage | 


of the tide, during the period of the survey, in the 
ears 1833, 4, and 5, was 16 feet, the greatest height 
eing Oct. 13, 1833. The mean flow of the tides is 
about 9 1-4 feet, and the mean flow of spring tides is 
13 3-4 feet. 

A detailed report by Major Graham, stating at large 
all the incidents of the survey, has also been printed 
by order of Congress. Of this we gave some notice 
some time ago. The registers of the tides embraced 
in this report present some curious facts.—Boston 
Daily Advertiser. 


ofl Fe. PF Y’*. 
OFFICIAL. 


GENERAL Heap Quarrers or THE Army, 
uous Ansuranr Genxeraw’s Orrice, 
No. 60. Washington, Nov. 22, 1839. 
I....It being ascertained that the “ Sozrmir’s Boox ” 
cannot be furnished for twenty cents, the price hereto- 
fore specified, the requisite deduction of twenty-five 
cents for the same will be made agreeably to Regula- 
tions, after the Ist day of January, 1840. © 
If.... That part of the Regulations promulgated in 
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ble to the officer who was entrusted with the work. . 


in the enterprise, will be afforded all necessary infor- | “‘ General Orders,” No. 26, of April, 23d, respecting 
mation.—Philadelphia Inquirer. | the disposition to be made of “amounts collected by 
: | Paymasters ” on account of the ‘‘ Soldier’s Book,” is mo- 


Mar er Gare Cop —Amone the documents which | dified as follows:—Instead of the Paymasters depositing 


















have been: published by order of the House of Repre- United. Stats to the credit of the Treasurer of the 


sentatives, is a Map of the extremity of Cape Cod, in- 

cluding the towns of Previncetown and Truro, with a | 
Chart of the adjoining coast, and of Cape Cod harbor, | 
from surveys and drawings, made under the direction | 
of Major J. D. Graham, of the U. 8. Topographical 
Engineers. It is drawn on the very liberal scale of 
six inches to a mile, making a large map of four 
sheets. So large a scale admits of a perfect delinea- 
tion of the features of the coast and harbor,-and this | 
is executed in a very beautiful, and apparently exact | 
manner. The shading of the coast exhibits the lines, 
not only of ordinary high water, and of mean low wa- 
ter, deduced from a great number of registered tides, 
but also the lines of extreme low water at the average 
of spring tides, and of extreme high water. Lines 
are also drawn around the whole coast, exhibiting the 
one fathom curve; also two, three, four and five 
fathom curves, showing the limits of those respective 
depths of water. The s*~dings, sand bars, and de- 
scription of bottom are also indicated, as well as the 





United States the amounts deducted by them for the 
Book, the Paymaster General will report to the 2d Au- 
ditor the whole amount of the deductions stated on the 
pay rolls for this object. Vide “‘ General Order,” No. 
94, of October 22d, 1839. 
By ORDER or Masor Gen. Macomp: 
R. JONES, Adjt. Gen. 


=. 








Military Intelligence. 





Heap Quarters, Army or Tue Sovru, 
Orper No. 37. Fort White, Oct. 27, 1839. 

1. In consequence of the unparalleled sickness amon 
the officers and soldiers of the regular army in Florida, 
Col. John Warren’s command will be increased to a full 
regiment. In addition to the five companies now in 
service, three others will be raised. One of these will 
be under the command of Mr. C.H. Goldsborough. To 
complete the regiment under Col. Warren, Captains 
Curry and Tyner are placed under his eigtisnaiaid, and 
will make their reports, returns, &c. to him. 
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2. The above-mentioned companies, when organized| General Staff—Major L.. Thomas, A. A. G., has re, 
will be stationed as follows: a subaltern and twenty paired to Florida to supply the place of Capt. G. H. 
men of Capt. Hidley’s company, will be permanently Griffin, deceased; and Capt. W. W. S. Bliss will suc- 
located at Fort White. The remainder of the company , ceed Major Thomas in the office of the Adjutant General. 
will be divided between Newnansville and Post No. 12.' Quartermaster’s Department—Major Thomas F. 
One subaltern and twenty men of the company now under ' Hunt has been appointed Deputy Q. M. G , vice Lt. Col. 
Capt. Roberts, will be permanently located at Fort Ma-. Brant. resigned; CaptainS. McRee Quartermaster, vice 
comb, (Suwannee shoals.) The head quarters of the ,Hunt, promoted. Lieuts. S. M. Plummer, Ist infy., 
company will be at the Natural Bridge. The company ;and A. C. Myers, 4th infy., Assistant Quartermasters, 
now under Capt. Mason, will be stationed at Post No. | vice McCrabb, deceased, and McRee, promoted. 

15, Ocean Pond, and Fort Ward. The head quarters} Corps of Engineers.—Lieut. Beauregard, relieved 
of the company now under’ Capt. Bleach, will be at; from duty at Fort Adams, and directed te report to Maj. 
Fort Harlee. A subaltern and twenty men will | Chase for duty at Pensacola. 

be permanently stationed at Fort Hieleman, Garey ——_— 
Ferry. A Subaltern and twenty men will be stationed at | 


acme 











| 





Post No. 11. The Captain of the company now under 
Capt. Cone will report to Col. Whistler, who will as- 
sign such stations as may be most advantageous to the 


public service. The company now under Captain Tyner, | 


will proceed to Post No. 8, (Wacca-sassa,) and be di- 
vided between that post and Post No. 9, (Fort Fanning ;) 
head quarters at No.8. The company to be raised b 
Capt. Goldsborough, will be equally distributed between 
Forts Gilmer i 

station. One of the two remaining companies to be 


raised under Col. Warren, will be equally divided be-| 7, 10. T. Ger , Joseph Lanman, John R. Tucker, 


tween Warter’s and Tyner’s plantations. The other 
company will be equally divided between Fort Drane 
and Macintosh’s plantation. Major Loomis will desig- 
nate an officer to muster the three additional companies 
into service, when they are in readiness. 

3. Company B, 2d infantry, will proceed immediately 
to Garey’s Ferry, and relieve company G, Ist infantry. 


cissa, Middle Florida, and report te Col. Davenport. 
4. Capt Kingsbury, 2d infantry, with his rg 
E, will proceed to Fort White, and relieve company F. 


Upon being relieved, Lieut. Lovell, company F, will | 
‘i : ' 3, Ist - ORDERS. 

| Nov. 19—Commo. E. P. Kennedy, command of navy 

‘yard, Washington. 


proceed to St. Augustine and relieve company B, Ist 
infantry, which latter will then move without delay to 
Fort Wacissa, Middle Florida, and report to Col. Da- 
venport. 

5. On the arrival of the Volunteers at Posts No. 8 


and 9, and at Forts Moniac and Gilmer, companies D, | 


Moniac, the Captain selecting his | 


When relieved, company G will proceed to Fort Wa- | seph W. Pennington; Sailmaker, Madison Wheeden. 
| P< 


Vaval Intelligence. 

U.S. VESSELS OF WAR REPORTED. 
MepirerRANEAN squapron—Ship of the line Ohio, and 
sloop Cyane, at Mahon, Sept. 29, from the Levant, to 


sail in a few days on a short cruise—all well. 
Braz. squavrox—Razee Independence remained at 








Y' Rio Janeiro, Oct. 5. 


West Inpta sqvuapron—The following is a list of the 
officers attached to the U. 8. ship Warren: 


Wm. A. Spencer, Esq., Commander; Lieutenants, 


Dan. B_ Ridgely, (acting;) acting Master, James W. 
Cooke; Purser, Thomas M. Taylor; Surgeon, Daniel 


Egbert; .4ss°t. Sur. Augustus F. Lawyer; Midshipmen 
Stephen D. Vallette, Wm. E. Boudinot, John Guest, 
|Felix G. Mayson, Wm. A. Webb, G.-D. Lemoine; 
| Prof. Mathematics, Mordecai Yarnall; Captain’s Clerk, 


Joseph Gideon; Boatswain, James Bray; Gunner, Jo- 








wary. — 








Commo. J. Renshaw, command of navy yard and sta- 
tion, New York. 
22 - Lieuts. H. Eagle, and H.W. Morris,Rendezvous, 


and K, Ist infantry, and companies A and G, 2d infantry, |New York. 


will hold themselves in complete readiness to procced to | 


Middle Florida. 
6. Fort Gilleland, Warter’s and Tyner’s, (Waccasas- 


Bridge, No. 15, No. 16, No. 17, wiil be under the coin- 
mand of Col. Warren, F. V. M., who will report direct 
to these Head Quarters. 


7. The remaining Posts im East Florida, West of the 
St Johns, williremain as at présent, under the command 
of Col. Whistler, 7th infantry. 


8. The commanding General confidently expects the 
most effective service from the volunteers, now sufficient 
in number to give the most ample protection to the per- 
sons and property of the people. The field officers will 
make frequent visits to the Posts under their command 
and promptly cause the arrest of any officer, non- 
commissioned officer, or private, who may fail to do 
his duty. 

9. Col. F. R. Sanchez, of Alachua county, will be 
mustered into service as Lieut. Colonel of the Volun- 
teer regiment. The Major will be nominated by Col. 
Warren, and mustered into service at the same time 
with the Lieut. Colonel. Two Medical Officers will 
be allowed as Assistant Surgeons to the regiment. 

10. The mustering officer will receive none but able 
bodied and efficient men, and horses. Each company 
will be organized as follows: one Captain, one Ist 


Lieutenant one 2d Lieutenant, four Sergeants, four | 


Corporals, and sixty-eight privates. 

11. The officers of the Quarter Masters’ and Com- 
missary Departments, will furnish the necessary sup 
plied, ‘ke. upon due notice and proper requisitions. 

By order of Brig. Gen. Tavior: 
WM. GRANDIN, 
A. D. C. and A. 4. 4. General. 





>| Crossan, T. L. Dance, 


Lieut H. A Adams, receiving ship, New York. 
23—Acting Master Thomas Goin, Rendezvous, do. 


| List of officers ordered to the frigate United States. 
sa,) No. 8, (Fort Fanning,) No. 9; Fort White, Natural of off frig 


Commodore Cuartes G. Rincery, Commander of na- 
, val forces on the coast of Brazil. ° 

Captain Lawrence Kearny. 

Lieutenants, L.. M. Goldsborough, John Marston, W. 
S. Ogden, H. H. Bell, A. B. Fairfax, C. H. Kennedy, 
John DeCamp. 

Fleet Surgeon, A. A. Adee; .Ass’t. Surgeons, W.IJ 


| Poweil, E. H. Conway; Purser, S. P. Todd; Master, 














\H. French. 
| Passed Midshipmen, G. W. Grant, W. S. Ringgold, 
'G. W. Doty, H. T. Wingate, H. P. Robertson. 
C. Weston, John Stuart, J. 8. 
Taylor, E. Higgins, C. C. Simms, F. M. Hum ey: 
Shufeldt, M. C. Perry. : 
Professor of Mathematics, Joel Grant. 
, Carpenter, D. Marple; Sailmaker, J. Faxon, 
| Marine officer, Ist Lieut. T. A. Brady. 
| -At Fort Snelling, I. T., on the 4th Sept., by the Rev. 
| E. G. Gear, Lieut. S. WHITEHORN, U, S. Army, 
MILITARY LAW OF THE UNITED STATES, 
SECOND EDITION. 
the U. S. army, and contains all the laws in relation to the 
Army, Marine Compe, Militia, and Volunteers, from 1774 to 1838. 
PLEMAN, the publisher, Washington City, will be promptly 
attended to. ~ 


| Midshipmen, H. Tillotson, D. R. Lambert, T. M. 

R. Randolph, R. C.. Rodgers, J. D. Bullock, 
Boatswain, V. R. Hall; Gunner, E. W. Disney; 

| WAR REAGE. 

to Miss MARY ELIZABETH GEAR. 

THE above work was compiled by Col. Troeman Cross, of 

Orders for the work, addressed, post paid, to GEORGE TEM- 
Nov. 14—3m 
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DEATHS. 


At Pensacola, on the 9th Nov., of yellow fever, Mr. 
WALTER WM. HAYS, of the U. S. navy, (late Mid. 
on board the sloop of war Levant,) aged 20 years. 
He died universally esteemed and beloved by his bro- 
ther officers, relatives and acquaintances, and by them 
deeply lamented. ie as? ‘ 

At a meeting of the Midshipmen on board the U.S. 
ship Levant, Pensacola Bay, on the 9th November, it 
was 

Resolved, That as a testimony of the deep regret they 
feel at the untimely decease of their late companion and 
messmate, Wavrer nee pen they wear, for the usual 

i ustomary badge of mourning, 
peated een eC, A. PARKER, Jr. 
LYMAN R. LAW, 
CHARLES BERTODY, 
EDWARD T. NICHOLS, 
JAMES H. MOORE, 
C. M. MORRIS. . ts 
a, Florida, on the 11th instant, Capt. R. H. 
parents of the 2d artillery, Assistant Qurtermaster 
Y-Also, Captain THOMAS BARKER, of the Ist infy. 
Also, Mrs. mee TEA Re Staley wife of Capt. 
s of the 7th infantry. ‘ 
pac be Fort Fieileman, E. F., on the 19th instant, Mrs. 
DORCAS HUNT, wife 7 Lt. Col. Tuomas F. Hunt, 
; . M’r Gen. U.S. 
 - ne va ae fever, at, Houston, (Texas,) on the 
22d October, where he had recently gone to receive a 
commission as Lieutenant in the Texan navy, Mr. 
CHAS. HENRY PIPER, late midshipman inthe U.S. 
navy, son of James Pirer, Esq. of Baltimore. 
REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS AND PATRIOTS, 


The duty devolves upon us of announcing the death 
of one of the oldest and most. respectable citizens of 
Maryland—the venerable Col. JOSHUA GIST—who 
died at his residence near Westminster, on Sunday 
evening last, in the 94th year of his age. On Wednes- 
day afternoon his remains were interred, after the usual 
funeral rites, in his family burial ground, attended by a 
very large assemblage of his friends and neighbors, and 
by several military companions from Taney-Town, who 
united in burying him with military honors. 

Possessed of a constitution of unusual vigor, which 
had been strengthened by temperance and active exer- 
ercise, his very protracted lite had been exempt, in a 
great degree, from the infirmities attendant upon old 
age. It was only within a year or two past that his 
pipaeal energies began materially to decline, since 
which period they have slowly yielded to the power of 
time, rather than of disease, like the sear leafof autumn, 
that, by almost imperceptible degrees, obeys the influ- 
ence of the changing season, till, its vitality at last ex- 
tinct, it silently falls to the ground. 

For upwards of seventy years Col. Gisr has resided 
on the patrimonial estate where he first established him- 
self at the period of manhood, and where in his ever 
open mansion, during that long series of years, he has 
dispensed his. generous hospitality, while at the same 
time, he discharged the various other duties of a good 
citizen. Through how eventful a peried has his life 
extended ! how various and important the revolutions in 
the social and political condition of both the new and 
old world, has it been his lot to witness ! 

Like his distinguished brother, the gallant General 
Morpecai Gist, of the Maryland line, he was an ar- 
dent and zealous patriot throughout the revolutionary 
contest, and rendered important services in suppressing 
the efforts of the disaffected, whose schemes he watched 
and thwarted with unceasing vigilance and activity. 
Aware of his dissolution at no distant spe he long 
since made all his arrangements to that event, with 
singular exactness, extending them even to matters that 
are usually left to surviving friends—and then, patient- 
ly awaiting its approach, he observed with christian and 
philosophic calmness the precept of the Roman poet, 

. Summum nec metuas diem, nec optes. 

At Sidney Plains, N. Y., on the 4th instant, Colonel 

WITTER JOHNSTON, aged 86 yeays. 


ree 





He was a son of the Rev. William Johnston, who 
was one of the first emigrants to that part of the valley 
of the Susquehanna, lyimg in the State of New York. 
At the age of 19 he came with his father to this place, 
and with the exception of a few years during the war, 
resided on the farm he first purchased, till his death. 
During that period, to escape the ferocity of the In- 
dians, who were here collecting under Brant, the family 
fled to Cherry Valley; and when that place was attack- 
ed, they had only time to leave their house before it was 
utterly destroyed. During this massacre, Col. John- 
ston was in the fort, and assisted in burying the unhap- 
py victims, who fell there by the hands of savage cruelty. 

In many respects he was afterwards very active in 
the sevice of his country ; he accepted a lieutenant’s 
commission in Col. Willett’s regiment of State troops, 
raised for the defence of the frontiers; and with that 
noble band, fully shared the hardships of that perilous 
enterprise. When peace was proclaimed, he was the 
first to return tothe valley, and, alone with the Indians, 
spent one entire winter. With the exception of Indian 
paths, there was then for fifty miles no improvement ; 
and west of him he knew of no white inhabitant. But 
this unbroken wilderness of the West, was, during his 
}day, turned into fruitful and highly cultivated fields. 
In 1808, he united with the Congregationl Church, of 
| which he was a consistent member and efficient officer. 
| He is now gathered to his fathers. In his last hours he 
| enjoyed the consolations of religion, and met death with 
unshaken confidence in the promises of his Saviour.— 
Delaware Express. 

At Sodus, Wayne county, N. Y., on the 14th instant, 
THADDEUS BANCROF'?Y, aged 79 years. Mr. Ban- 
croft was a revolutionary soldier, and was in the army 
at West Point at the time Arnold’s treason was disco- 
vered. 








TRANSPORTATION OF STORES. 
Navy ComMMIssioners’ Orrice, Nov 13, 1839. 
PROPOSALS, sealed and endorsed, will be received at this 
office untii 10 o’clock, A. M., of the 25th inst., for the trans- 
portation of provisions and stores to Mahon. 

The shipment will be made from the Navy Yard at Norfolk, 
Va., and will be in quantity or bulk equ | to about 3,500 barrels; 
of which about 750 are wet barrels, and about 2,750 are dry 
hogsheads and barrels, or measurement goods; the whole to be 
taken in one vessel, which must be ready to commence loading on 
Monday, the 9th of December next, The vessel offered must be 
; able to carry the full amount of freight for which she is offered ; 
| the capacity in barrels, of the vessel offered, must be specified, 

and her name and the place where she is then lying; and if she 

| should prove insufficient to carry the full quantity for which she 
| is offered, ten per centum to be deducted from the price, payabie 
| by the charter party, to cover the injury to the United States; 
; but no freight to be paid beyond the amount due for articles 
which may be actually carriéd. 

The vate or standing at the Insurance Office must be stated, and 
no vessel w Il be accepted until satisfactory reports shall be re- 
ceived of her capacity and character, after surveys shall be made 
by order of the Commissioners of the Navy. 

The offers inust specify the price asked for all barrels ronnd, 
without discrimination of wet or dry barrels, or measurement 
goods ; five and a half cubic teet of measurement goods, and thir- 
ty gallons to the gauge of all casks, not usually called barrels, 
whatever they may contain, to be considered as Sercolh 

No primage to be allowed, nor must any be asked in the pro- 

osals. 

Z The freight money will be paid in the United States, by the 
Navy Agent, vear the Navy Lard, Norfolk, or at such other place 
as shall be directed, within thirty days after proper certificates 
are exhibited to the said Navy Agent of the safe delivery of the 
cargo, agreeably to the bills of lading, signed by the United States 
Navy Storekeeper or Agent, or by the Senior Naval Officer pre- 
sent at the place of delivery. 

Fifteen lay days to be allowed, exclusive of Sundays and hcli- 
days, at the port of Mahon. 

And the offers must specify the rate of demurrage to be de- 
manded in case of greater detention. 

Fuller information as to the nature of the stores and kind of 
packages to be shipped, may be obtained upon application, if 
deemed necessary, to the Commandant of the Navy Yard, Nor- 
folk, Virginia. Nov. 14—td 


ARMY, NAVY, AND MARINE UNIFORMS. 
OHN SMITH, (late of West Point,) would respectfully beg 

oD leave to state to the officers of the above corps, that. he has 
received from Washington rd a copy of the new regulations, 
together with the drawing of the Topographical uniforms ; and 
alt orders for the same will be punctually attended to, and for 
warded with despatch. 

N. B. Embroidered Engineer belts, and all Military equip 
ments furnished as usual, at 168 Pearl street, New York City. 











July 1a—if 





nee. oe ok oe. ok em Os ee eee a ee ee 





